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HURTS YOU every bar is one bill we read - 45 scored HELPS YOU

Our take on the left. The bill on the right. Room for your notes.
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HOW TO READ THIS BOOK

Every spread is one bill, twice.

On the left is our take: the Billometer score, what the bill means for you, and the factor-by-factor reasoning
behind that score. On the right is the bill on the record: its official title, its status, where to read the real text,
and space for your own notes.

THE BILLOMETER

One number, 1to 10, answering a single question: does this help everyday people or hurt them? 1-4 hurts, 5-6
is mixed, 7-10 helps. It is our editorial judgement — which is exactly why every page shows the reasoning
behind it. If you disagree with a score, you can see precisely where you disagree.

HOW THESE BILLS WERE CHOSEN

Ranked, not cherry-picked. This edition prints the 10 lowest-scoring and 10 highest-scoring of the 45 Hawaii
bills we have fully analysed. A bill only qualifies if it passed our verification step, has a recorded official status,
and has its reasoning attached. Thin entries are left out rather than padded. Note that only 143 bills in the
entire country score 3 or below, so in most places the bottom of the list is not evil — it is merely mixed, and we
label it that way.

THESE ARE PROPOSALS, NOT LAW

Unless a status line says otherwise. Bills move constantly; every page shows the status we recorded on
2026-07-28 and links to the live version.

Bill data from LegiScan (CC BY 4.0), Congress.gov and OpenStates. Analysis and scoring are Obillerate's own. Scores are editorial
opinion, not legal advice — always read the official text before acting. Found an error? www.obillerate.com/corrections
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OBILLERATE’S TAKE - WORST 1 OF 10

The Maker Liability Bill

Hawaii limits car maker liability for speedassist devices
HI HB2023 - Immunity & Accountability

OBLITERATE
/10 Hurts everyday people

1- hurts you helps you - 10

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR YOU

Everyday drivers could lose the ability to sue manufacturers it a speedassist system fails, while the state spends
money on a single vendor and may charge owners for removal.

WHY IT SCORES 3/10 — THE RECEIPTS

Accountability (hurts) — Manufacturers shielded from civil suits.

Limits liability for manufacturers, distributors, and retailers.

Rights & Protections (hurts) — Reduces right to sue.

Limits consumer ability to sue over system failures.

Who Bears the Cost (hurts) — Costs shift to drivers.

Allows fees for removal and may require vendor to cover audit costs.

Process Transparency (neutral) — Single vendor selection.

State selects one vendor but audit process is not fully detailed.

WHO’S BEHIND IT HOW THEY VOTED

Democrat-sponsored (OR / 3D) House - 2026-05-01 — passed
Yes 1R/2D - No OR/0D



THE BILL ITSELF

Relating To Transportation.

m Enrolled - recorded 2026-05-06

WHAT IT DOES

The bill would protect car makers from lawsuits over smart speed devices, while forcing drivers to install and
keep them, and adding fines for tampering.

WHO IT’S WRITTEN FOR

Vehicle manufacturers

READ IT YOURSELF

Official text (HI HB2023) —
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=2023&year=2026

LegiScan — HB2023 — https://legiscan.com/HI/bill/HB2023/2026

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/hi-hb2023-093184

YOUR NOTES


https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=2023&year=2026
https://legiscan.com/HI/bill/HB2023/2026
https://www.obillerate.com/bill/hi-hb2023-093184

OBILLERATE’S TAKE - WORST 2 OF 10

The Premiums Doctors Bill

Hawaii bill forces 12% of premiums to go to doctors
HI SB1646 - Healthcare & Insurance

OBLITERATE
/10 Hurts everyday people

1- hurts you helps you - 10

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR YOU

Consumers could see higher health costs because insurers may raise premiums to cover the new 12% payment,
while doctors get guaranteed money regardless of care provided.

WHY IT SCORES 3/10 — THE RECEIPTS

Accountability (neutral) — adds direct payment mechanism.
primary care funding
Rights & Protections (neutral) — no change to consumer rights.

none

Who Bears the Cost (hurts) — cost shift to insurers and consumers.

premiums may rise

Process Transparency (neutral) — negotiation process not detailed.

unknown

WHO’S BEHIND IT

Republican-sponsored (IR / OD)



THE BILL ITSELF

Relating To Health Insurance.

Introduced - recorded 2025-01-23

WHAT IT DOES

The bill would make insurers send 12% of each premium straight to a patient’s primary doctor, even if the
doctor sees no one.

WHO IT’S WRITTEN FOR

Primary care providers

READ IT YOURSELF

Official text (HI SB1646) —
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=1646&year=2026
LegiScan — SB1646 — https://legiscan.com/HI/bill/SB1646/2026

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/hi-sb1646-064212

YOUR NOTES


https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=1646&year=2026
https://legiscan.com/HI/bill/SB1646/2026
https://www.obillerate.com/bill/hi-sb1646-064212

OBILLERATE’S TAKE - WORST 3 OF 10

The Portable Solar Bill

Portable solar devices must register, utilities shielded from liability
HI SB2940 - Your Right to Sue

OBLITERATE
/10 Hurts everyday people

1- hurts you helps you - 10

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR YOU

Consumers could save money by using cheap portable solar panels, but they lose the ability to hold utilities
responsible for fires or injuries, so the bill favors utilities over everyday people.

WHY IT SCORES 3/10 — THE RECEIPTS

Accountability (hurts) — Utilities shielded from liability.

No electric utility can be sued for damage caused by portable solar devices

Rights & Protections (hurts) — Removes right to sue utilities.

Consumers lose the ability to take utilities to court for devicerelated injuries

Who Bears the Cost (hurts) — Cost shift to consumers.

If a device causes damage, consumers may have to pay repairs because utilities are not...

Process Transparency (helps) — Online registration adds transparency.

PUC must maintain a free online system for registering portable solar devices

WHO’S BEHIND IT

Democrat-sponsored (OR / 3D)



THE BILL ITSELF

Relating To Solar Energy.

Introduced - recorded 2026-01-23

WHAT IT DOES

Owners of portable solar panels will have to register them online for free, and the electric company cannot be
sued if the device causes damage.

WHO IT’S WRITTEN FOR

Electric utilities

READ IT YOURSELF

Official text (HI SB2940) —
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=2940&year=2026
LegiScan — SB2940 — https://legiscan.com/HI/bill/SB2940/2026

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/hi-sb2940-092968

YOUR NOTES


https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=2940&year=2026
https://legiscan.com/HI/bill/SB2940/2026
https://www.obillerate.com/bill/hi-sb2940-092968

OBILLERATE’S TAKE - WORST 4 OF 10

The While Appeals Bill

Tax collection limits paused while appeals linger
HI HB1150 - Money & Damages

OBLITERATE
/10 Hurts everyday people

1- hurts you

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR YOU

helps you - 10

Citizens could face tax bills that never expire, paying interest and penalties for years while their case drags on,

so they should speak up now.

WHY IT SCORES 3/10 — THE RECEIPTS

Limits on collection are removed while appeals are pending

Taxpayers lose the usual time bar on collection actions

Specific conditions for suspension are listed

WHO’S BEHIND IT

Democrat-sponsored (OR / 1D)

Accountability (hurts) — Suspending limits makes tax collectors harder to check.
Rights & Protections (hurts) — Reduces taxpayer protection against endless collection.
Who Bears the Cost (hurts) — Costs stay on ordinary people.

Extended collection periods mean more interest and penalties for taxpayers

Process Transparency (neutral) — Bill text is clear about when the pause applies.



THE BILL ITSELF

Relating To Tax Collections.

Introduced - recorded 2025-01-23

WHAT IT DOES

The bill would pause the time limit for collecting taxes while a taxpayer’s appeal is pending, letting the state
keep chasing money longer.

WHO IT’S WRITTEN FOR

Government Power

READ IT YOURSELF

Official text (HI HB1150) —
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1150&year=2026

LegiScan — HB1150 — https://legiscan.com/HI/bill/HB1150/2026

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/hi-hb1150-064088

YOUR NOTES


https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1150&year=2026
https://legiscan.com/HI/bill/HB1150/2026
https://www.obillerate.com/bill/hi-hb1150-064088

OBILLERATE’S TAKE - WORST 5 OF 10

The Film Crews Bill

Hawaii offers bigger tax breaks for film crews hiring locals
HI SB732 - Money & Damages

OBLITERATE
/10 Hurts everyday people

1- hurts you helps you - 10

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR YOU

The bill tries to bring more movies and shows to Hawaii. It cuts fees and taxes for producers, which can make
filming cheaper. It also forces them to hire at least 80% local crew, which could give more jobs to Hawaiians.
But the tax breaks mean the state collects less money, so taxpayers may feel the pinch. The extra credit and
fee waivers could boost the local economy if jobs grow, but the cost to the state budget is a risk.

WHY IT SCORES 4/10 — THE RECEIPTS

Accountability (neutral) — No new oversight mechanisms.

The bill adds reporting requirements but does not create new accountability bodies.

Rights & Protections (neutral) — No impact on personal rights.

The bill does not change individuals' legal rights.

Who Bears the Cost (hurts) — Tax revenue loss.

State foregoes income and excise taxes, shifting cost to taxpayers.

Process Transparency (neutral) — Standard reporting.

Requires CPA certification for large credits, but overall process is typical.

WHO’S BEHIND IT HOW THEY VOTED

Democrat-sponsored (OR / 1D) Senate - 2025-02-26 — passed
Yes 1R/12D - No OR/0D



THE BILL ITSELF

Relating To The Film Industry.

Engrossed - recorded 2025-03-04

WHAT IT DOES

Film producers would pay less taxes and fees, and they would have to hire more local workers, which could
create jobs but also reduce state tax revenue.

WHO IT’S WRITTEN FOR

Film production

READ IT YOURSELF

Official text (HI SB732) —
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=732&year=2026
LegiScan — SB732 — https://legiscan.com/HI/bill/SB732/2026

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/hi-sb732-062445

YOUR NOTES


https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=732&year=2026
https://legiscan.com/HI/bill/SB732/2026
https://www.obillerate.com/bill/hi-sb732-062445

OBILLERATE’S TAKE - WORST 6 OF 10

The Portable Solar Bill

Portable solar devices must register, utilities not liable for injuries
HI HB2486 - Immunity & Accountability

TOLERATE
/10 Mixed — some good, some bad

1- hurts you helps you - 10

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR YOU

The bill could help renters and small businesses save on electricity by making cheap solar panels easier to use,
but it also protects utilities from being sued if those panels break or cause injury, shifting risk to the user.

WHY IT SCORES 5/10 — THE RECEIPTS

Accountability (hurts) — utility liability removed.

Utilities not liable for damage or injury caused by portable solar devices

Rights & Protections (hurts) — rightRemoved.

Consumers cannot sue utilities for device-related harm

Who Bears the Cost (hurts) — costShift.

Risk of injury shifts to device owner

Process Transparency (helps) — process.

Online registration system at no cost

WHO’S BEHIND IT

Democrat-sponsored (4R / 24D)



THE BILL ITSELF

Relating To Solar Energy.

Introduced - recorded 2026-01-28

WHAT IT DOES

Anyone using a portable solar panel must register it online for free, and they cannot sue the electric company
if the panel causes damage.

WHO IT’S WRITTEN FOR

Everyday People

READ IT YOURSELF

Official text (HI HB2486) —
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=2486&year=2026

LegiScan — HB2486 — https://legiscan.com/HI1/bill/HB2486/2026

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/hi-hb2486-100321

YOUR NOTES


https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=2486&year=2026
https://legiscan.com/HI/bill/HB2486/2026
https://www.obillerate.com/bill/hi-hb2486-100321

OBILLERATE’S TAKE - WORST 7 OF 10

The Environmental Reviews Bill

Streamlining environmental reviews for transportation projects in Hawaii
HI HB2334 - Consumer Protection

TOLERATE
/10 Mixed — some good, some bad

1- hurts you helps you - 10

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR YOU

If this bill passes, it could help get projects done faster, but we need to make sure it doesn't skip important
environmental checks. Now is the time to speak up.
WHY IT SCORES 5/10 — THE RECEIPTS

Accountability (neutral) — Limited accountability for environmental impacts..

The bill streamlines reviews but may reduce thoroughness.

Rights & Protections (hurts) — Potentially weakens environmental protections..

Faster reviews could overlook important environmental concerns.

Who Bears the Cost (neutral) — Costs are unclear..

It's unknown who will bear the costs of faster project completion.

Process Transparency (helps) — Increased efficiency might improve transparency..

Streamlining could make processes clearer but risks skipping steps.

WHO’S BEHIND IT

Democrat-sponsored (OR / 1D)



THE BILL ITSELF

Relating To Transportation Environmental Review.

m Introduced - recorded 2026-01-28

WHAT IT DOES

This bill would let Hawaii's Department of Transportation speed up environmental reviews for projects, which
could affect how quickly roads and transit are built.

WHO IT’S WRITTEN FOR

READ IT YOURSELF

Official text (HI HB2334) —
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=2334&year=2026
LegiScan — HB2334 — https://legiscan.com/HI/bill/HB2334/2026

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/hi-hb2334-094144

YOUR NOTES


https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=2334&year=2026
https://legiscan.com/HI/bill/HB2334/2026
https://www.obillerate.com/bill/hi-hb2334-094144

OBILLERATE’S TAKE - WORST 8 OF 10

The Employer Health Bill

New bill sets employer health benefit contributions in Hawaii
HI HB848 - Healthcare & Insurance

TOLERATE
/10 Mixed — some good, some bad

1- hurts you helps you - 10

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR YOU

If this bill passes, it could change how much money goes into health benefits for workers. It's important to pay
attention now, as it could impact many people's healthcare.
WHY IT SCORES 5/10 — THE RECEIPTS

Accountability (neutral) — No clear accountability measures for employers..

The bill does not specify how employers will be held accountable for contributions.

Rights & Protections (neutral) — No new rights or protections for workers..

The bill does not enhance workers' rights regarding health benefits.

Who Bears the Cost (neutral) — Costs are shifted to employers without clear benefits for workers..

Employers will have fixed costs, but it's unclear how this affects workers.

Process Transparency (neutral) — Limited transparency in how contributions are determined..

The process for setting contribution rates lacks clarity.

WHO’S BEHIND IT

Democrat-sponsored (OR / 9D)



THE BILL ITSELF

Relating To Employer-union Health Benefits Trust Fund
Contributions.

Introduced - recorded 2025-01-23

WHAT IT DOES

This bill would change how much employers pay for health benefits, affecting workers' coverage.

WHO IT’S WRITTEN FOR

READ IT YOURSELF

Official text (HI HB848) —
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=848&year=2026
LegiScan — HB848 — https://legiscan.com/HI/bill/HB848/2026

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/hi-hb848-064319

YOUR NOTES


https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=848&year=2026
https://legiscan.com/HI/bill/HB848/2026
https://www.obillerate.com/bill/hi-hb848-064319

OBILLERATE’S TAKE - WORST 9 OF 10

The Rental Costs Bill

New tax credit for landlords could change rental costs
HI HB1214 - Money & Damages

TOLERATE
/10 Mixed — some good, some bad

1- hurts you helps you - 10

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR YOU

It this bill passes, landlords could save money on taxes, but it might lead to higher rents for regular people.
Now is the time to think about how this could change housing costs.

WHY IT SCORES 5/10 — THE RECEIPTS

Who Bears the Cost (helps) — Landlords benefit directly from tax savings..
Landlords receive a tax credit which reduces their tax burden.

| Rights & Protections (neutral) — No direct impact on tenant rights..

The bill does not change tenant rights or protections.

FOLLOW THE MONEY

Pushing for it: landlords

Bearing the cost: Unknown

WHO'S BEHIND IT

Republican-sponsored (IR / OD)



THE BILL ITSELF

Relating To Taxation.

Introduced - recorded 2025-01-23

WHAT IT DOES

This bill would give landlords a tax break for renting to residents, which might affect rental prices for
everyone.

WHO IT’S WRITTEN FOR

Big Business

READ IT YOURSELF

Official text (HI HB1214) —
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1214&year=2026
LegiScan — HB1214 — https://legiscan.com/HI/bill/HB1214/2026

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/hi-hb1214-062615

YOUR NOTES


https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1214&year=2026
https://legiscan.com/HI/bill/HB1214/2026
https://www.obillerate.com/bill/hi-hb1214-062615

OBILLERATE’S TAKE - WORST 10 OF 10

The Film Credits Bill

Hawaii boosts film tax credits to lure more productions

HI HB1498 - Money & Damages

TOLERATE
/10 Mixed — some good, some bad

1- hurts you

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR YOU

helps you - 10

The bill could help local crews get more work and bring money into the community. It also means less tax

revenue for schools or roads. Voters should weigh the tradeoft while the bill is still being debated.

WHY IT SCORES 5/10 — THE RECEIPTS

Accountability (neutral) — no change.

Bill does not alter oversight of film industry.

Rights & Protections (neutral) — no impact.

No etfect on individual legal rights.

Credits reduce state tax revenue, shifting cost to taxpayers.

Bill follows normal legislative steps.

FOLLOW THE MONEY

Pushing for it: Industry

Bearing the cost: Taxpayers

WHO’S BEHIND IT

Democrat-sponsored (OR / 1D)

Who Bears the Cost (hurts) — taxpayers fund credits.

Process Transparency (neutral) — standard process.



THE BILL ITSELF

Relating To Taxation.

Introduced - recorded 2025-01-23

WHAT IT DOES

Hawaii would give bigger tax breaks to movie makers, hoping to bring more jobs and spending to the islands.

WHO IT’S WRITTEN FOR

Film production

READ IT YOURSELF

Official text (HI HB1498) —
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1498&year=2026
LegiScan — HB1498 — https://legiscan.com/HI/bill/HB1498/2026

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/hi-hb1498-063530

YOUR NOTES


https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1498&year=2026
https://legiscan.com/HI/bill/HB1498/2026
https://www.obillerate.com/bill/hi-hb1498-063530

OBILLERATE’S TAKE - BEST 1 OF 10

The Improve Access Bill

New bill aims to improve access to substance use treatment
HI HB1698 - Healthcare & Insurance

LIBERATE
/10 Helps everyday people

1- hurts you helps you - 10

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR YOU

It this bill passes, it could make getting treatment for substance use disorders much easier for many people.
Now is the time to support it.
WHY IT SCORES 9/10 — THE RECEIPTS

Accountability (helps) — Increases accountability for insurers.

Insurance companies must follow the rules or face legal actions.

Rights & Protections (helps) — Strengthens patient rights.

Patients can assign their benetfits directly to treatment providers.

Who Bears the Cost (neutral) — Costs are shifted to insurance companies.

Insurers must pay providers directly, reducing patient financial burden.

Process Transparency (helps) — Improves transparency in payments.

Providers will receive explanations of benefits upon request.

WHO’S BEHIND IT

Democrat-sponsored (OR / 1D)



THE BILL ITSELF

Relating To Health Insurance.

Introduced - recorded 2026-01-21

WHAT IT DOES

This bill would help patients get treatment by allowing direct payments to providers, making it easier for them
to get care.

WHO IT’S WRITTEN FOR

Everyday People

READ IT YOURSELF

Official text (HI HB1698) —
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1698&year=2026

LegiScan — HB1698 — https://legiscan.com/HI/bill/HB1698/2026

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/hi-hb1698-087509

YOUR NOTES


https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1698&year=2026
https://legiscan.com/HI/bill/HB1698/2026
https://www.obillerate.com/bill/hi-hb1698-087509

OBILLERATE’S TAKE - BEST 2 OF 10

The Warn Guests Bill

Hotels must warn guests about service problems or pay up
HI SB2773 - Consumer Protection

LIBERATE
/10 Helps everyday people

1- hurts you helps you - 10

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR YOU

If this bill passes, travelers will be better protected from surprise issues at hotels. They won't lose money if
they need to cancel their stay due to disruptions. Now is the time to support this bill to help travelers feel safe
and informed.

WHY IT SCORES 9/10 — THE RECEIPTS

Accountability (helps) — Hotels are held accountable for notifying guests..

Hotels must inform guests of issues or face penalties.

Rights & Protections (helps) — Guests have the right to cancel without penalties..

Guests can cancel without losing money if there are service problems.

Who Bears the Cost (neutral) — Hotels bear the cost of penalties for violations..

Hotels must pay it they violate the rules.

Process Transparency (helps) — Clear rules for notifying guests improve transparency..

Hotels must clearly communicate service disruptions.

WHO’S BEHIND IT

Democrat-sponsored (OR / 7D)



THE BILL ITSELF

Relating To Hotels.

Introduced - recorded 2026-01-23

WHAT IT DOES

This bill would help hotel guests by making sure they know about problems before arriving and allowing them
to cancel without fees.

WHO IT’S WRITTEN FOR

Everyday People

READ IT YOURSELF

Official text (HI SB2773) —
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=2773&year=2026

LegiScan — SB2773 — https://legiscan.com/HI/bill/SB2773/2026

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/hi-sb2773-092883

YOUR NOTES


https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=2773&year=2026
https://legiscan.com/HI/bill/SB2773/2026
https://www.obillerate.com/bill/hi-sb2773-092883

OBILLERATE’S TAKE - BEST 3 OF 10

The Kids & Families Bill

Hawaii bill would stop charging kids and families court fees
HI HB129 - Criminal Justice

LIBERATE
/10 Helps everyday people

1- hurts you helps you - 10

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR YOU

This bill is good news for families in Hawaii. It would stop courts from making kids and their parents pay fees
and fines for things kids did when they were young. It would also wipe out any old debts from these fees.
Right now, these costs often hurt families who cannot afford them and do not even help kids learn from their
mistakes. Some might worry about the state losing money from these fines. But the bill itself says...

WHY IT SCORES 9/10 — THE RECEIPTS

Accountability (helps) — Removes financial penalties for youth and families, shifting focus to other forms of
accountability..

Prohibits assessment of fees, fines, or court costs against minors or their...

Rights & Protections (helps) — Protects youth and families from financial burdens related to juvenile offenses..

The bill aims to protect minors and their families from financial hardship, recognizing...

Who Bears the Cost (helps) — Removes financial costs from youth and families..

Fees and fines would no longer be levied against minors or their families, effectively...

Process Transparency (neutral) — No direct impact on process transparency is mentioned..

The bill does not address how court processes are made more or less transparent.

FOLLOW THE MONEY

Pushing for it: Youth and their families

Bearing the cost: State of Hawaii

WHO’S BEHIND IT

Democrat-sponsored (IR / 7D)



THE BILL ITSELF

Relating To Youth Fees And Fines.

Introduced - recorded 2025-01-16

WHAT IT DOES

This bill would stop courts from charging fees or fines to kids and their parents for mistakes made when they
were young, and it would erase old debts.

WHO IT’S WRITTEN FOR

Everyday People

READ IT YOURSELF

Official text (HI HB129) —
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=129&year=2026

LegiScan — HB129 — https://legiscan.com/HI/bill/HB129/2026

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/hi-hb129-064339

YOUR NOTES


https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=129&year=2026
https://legiscan.com/HI/bill/HB129/2026
https://www.obillerate.com/bill/hi-hb129-064339

OBILLERATE’S TAKE - BEST 4 OF 10

The Reuse Background Bill

Renters could reuse background checks, saving money
HI HB638 - Housing & Property

LIBERATE
/10 Helps everyday people

1- hurts you helps you - 10

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR YOU

Right now, if you apply for many rentals, you might pay for the same background check or credit report over
and over. This bill would help you save money by letting you use a copy of your reports that you already have,
or a special reusable report. Landlords still need to check who they rent to, but this bill would make it easier

and cheaper for people looking for a home. It would also make landlords give you a copy of your...

WHY IT SCORES 9/10 — THE RECEIPTS

Accountability (helps) — Landlords would be more accountable for not charging duplicate fees..

The bill prohibits landlords from charging for background checks or credit reports if an...

Rights & Protections (helps) — Protects renters from unfair or repeated application fees..

The bill aims to reduce the financial burden on applicants by preventing landlords from...

Who Bears the Cost (helps) — Shifts some application costs away from renters..

Renters would save money by not having to pay for multiple background checks and credit...

Process Transparency (neutral) — No direct impact on process transparency..

The bill focuses on fee structure and report sharing, not on making the application...

FOLLOW THE MONEY

Pushing for it: Renters

Bearing the cost: Landlords or their agents

WHO*S BEHIND IT

Democrat-sponsored (OR / 6D)



THE BILL ITSELF

Relating To The Residential Landlord-tenant Code.

Introduced - recorded 2025-01-21

WHAT IT DOES

This bill would stop landlords from charging you for background checks or credit reports if you already have
them, saving you money when applying for rentals.

WHO IT’S WRITTEN FOR

Everyday People

READ IT YOURSELF

Official text (HI HB638) —
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=638&year=2026
LegiScan — HB638 — https://legiscan.com/HI/bill/HB638/2026

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/hi-hb638-062051

YOUR NOTES


https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=638&year=2026
https://legiscan.com/HI/bill/HB638/2026
https://www.obillerate.com/bill/hi-hb638-062051

OBILLERATE’S TAKE - BEST 5 OF 10

The Water Systems Bill

Tax credit for water systems helps island homes get clean water
HI HB690 - Housing & Property

LIBERATE
/10 Helps everyday people

1- hurts you helps you - 10

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR YOU

This bill would help people in Hawaii who do not have city water lines. It would give them a tax credit for fixing
their rainwater systems or buying water. This could make it easier for families to afford clean water, especially
in poorer areas. Some might say that tax credits cost the state money, but supporters believe it helps people
get a basic need and saves water too. This bill is still moving, so people can let their...

WHY IT SCORES 9/10 — THE RECEIPTS

Accountability (neutral) — No direct impact on accountability..

The bill focuses on providing financial relief rather than changing accountability...

Rights & Protections (helps) — Helps protect access to a basic need..

By making water access more atfordable through a tax credit, the bill supports the...

Who Bears the Cost (helps) — Shifts some cost from individuals to the state..

The tax credit would reduce the financial burden on individuals for water systems or...

Process Transparency (neutral) — No specific impact on transparency..

The bill does not address government transparency or public access to information...

FOLLOW THE MONEY

Pushing for it: Taxpayers who install, repair, or use a water catchment system or buy water delivery services

Bearing the cost: State of Hawaii

WHO*S BEHIND IT

Democrat-sponsored (OR / 3D)



THE BILL ITSELF

Relating To Taxation.

Introduced - recorded 2025-01-21

WHAT IT DOES

This bill would give people money back on their taxes if they fix or buy a water system or get water delivered,
helping them get clean water.

WHO IT’S WRITTEN FOR

Everyday People

READ IT YOURSELF

Official text (HI HB690) —
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=690&year=2026

LegiScan — HB690 — https://legiscan.com/HI/bill/HB690/2026

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/hi-hb690-062859

YOUR NOTES


https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=690&year=2026
https://legiscan.com/HI/bill/HB690/2026
https://www.obillerate.com/bill/hi-hb690-062859

OBILLERATE’S TAKE - BEST 6 OF 10

The Vacation Rentals Bill

New bill aims for clear pricing on vacation rentals
HI HB973 - Consumer Protection

LIBERATE
/10 Helps everyday people

1- hurts you helps you - 10

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR YOU

It this bill passes, families will avoid surprise fees when booking their vacations. Now is the time to support
clear pricing for everyone.

WHY IT SCORES 9/10 — THE RECEIPTS

Accountability (helps) — Encourages honest pricing.

The bill holds companies accountable for showing all fees.

Rights & Protections (helps) — Protects consumers.

It helps consumers by ensuring they know the total cost upfront.

Who Bears the Cost (neutral) — Costs are shifted to companies.

Companies must include fees, but this is fair for consumers.

Process Transparency (helps) — Clear rules for pricing.

The bill sets clear rules for how prices should be displayed.

WHO’S BEHIND IT

Democrat-sponsored (1R / 12D)



THE BILL ITSELF

Relating To Transient Accommodations.

Introduced - recorded 2025-01-23

WHAT IT DOES

This bill would make sure all vacation rental prices show all fees upfront, so people know what they will pay.

WHO IT’S WRITTEN FOR

Everyday People

READ IT YOURSELF

Official text (HI HB973) —
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=973&year=2026
LegiScan — HB973 — https://legiscan.com/HI/bill/HB973/2026

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/hi-hb973-063331

YOUR NOTES


https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=973&year=2026
https://legiscan.com/HI/bill/HB973/2026
https://www.obillerate.com/bill/hi-hb973-063331

OBILLERATE’S TAKE - BEST 7 OF 10

The Harmful Health Bill

New bill aims to protect patients from harmful health care
HI SB2086 - Your Right to Sue

LIBERATE
/10 Helps everyday people

1- hurts you helps you - 10

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR YOU

Patients could gain more rights and protections if this bill passes. It would make it easier to hold health care
providers accountable for their actions. Now is the time to support this change.

WHY IT SCORES 8/10 — THE RECEIPTS

Accountability (helps) — Increases reporting requirements for health care providers.

Providers must report complaints to licensing boards

Rights & Protections (helps) — Extends time frame for filing claims.

Patients will have more time to seek justice

Who Bears the Cost (hurts) — Higher costs for providers may be passed to patients.

Increased liability could lead to higher insurance costs

WHO’S BEHIND IT

Democrat-sponsored (OR / 7D)



THE BILL ITSELF

Relating To Claims Against Health Care Providers.

Introduced - recorded 2026-01-21

WHAT IT DOES

This bill would help patients by making it easier to report complaints against health care providers and
increase the money they can get for pain and suffering.

WHO IT’S WRITTEN FOR

Everyday People

READ IT YOURSELF

Official text (HI SB2086) —
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=2086&year=2026
LegiScan — SB2086 — https://legiscan.com/HI/bill/SB2086/2026

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/hi-sb2086-084981

YOUR NOTES


https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=2086&year=2026
https://legiscan.com/HI/bill/SB2086/2026
https://www.obillerate.com/bill/hi-sb2086-084981

OBILLERATE’S TAKE - BEST 8 OF 10

The Government Find Bill

Hawaii caps what government can charge to find your records
HI HB130 - Privacy & Data

LIBERATE
/10 Helps everyday people

1- hurts you helps you - 10

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR YOU

Right now, Hawaii agencies can charge whatever they want to find and review your records, which means
poor people and watchdogs often can't afford to hold government accountable. This bill would put a price
ceiling on those fees and create a 'public interest waiver, if you're digging into something that helps the public
understand how government actually works (not just your own private records), you might not have to pay
at...

WHY IT SCORES 8/10 — THE RECEIPTS

Right to Access (helps) — Lowers financial barrier to public records.

Capping fees and creating a public-interest waiver removes a major cost obstacle that...

Accountability & Transparency (helps) — Enables public oversight of government.

Cheaper access to records allows journalists, nonprofits, and citizens to investigate...

Process Fairness (helps) — Standardizes fee rules.

The bill requires uniform rules set by the Office of Information Practices rather than...

Implementation Clarity (hurts) — Leaves details to rulemaking.

The bill sets caps and lists waiver factors but doesn't define 'public interest'...

FOLLOW THE MONEY

Pushing for it: Citizens, journalists, nonprofits, and watchdog groups seeking government records

Bearing the cost: Hawalii state and county agencies (lower fee revenue)

WHO’S BEHIND IT

Bipartisan sponsorship (4R / 11D)



THE BILL ITSELF

Relating To Fees For Public Records Under Chapter 92f.

Introduced - recorded 2025-01-16

WHAT IT DOES

Hawaii would limit how much it costs to ask the government for documents about itself, capping search fees
at $5 per 15 minutes and review fees at $7.50 per 15 minutes, and letting people skip those charges if the
disclosure serves the public interest.

WHO IT’S WRITTEN FOR

Everyday People

READ IT YOURSELF

Official text (HI HB130) —
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=130&year=2026
LegiScan — HB130 — https://legiscan.com/HI/bill/HB130,/2026

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/hi-hb130-063384

YOUR NOTES


https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=130&year=2026
https://legiscan.com/HI/bill/HB130/2026
https://www.obillerate.com/bill/hi-hb130-063384

OBILLERATE’S TAKE - BEST 9 OF 10

The Pilot Program Bill

New pilot program helps those losing Medicaid health coverage
HI HB1546 - Healthcare & Insurance

LIBERATE
/10 Helps everyday people

1- hurts you helps you - 10

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR YOU

It this program passes, it could give many people access to health care when they need it most. Now is the time
to support it.
WHY IT SCORES 8/10 — THE RECEIPTS

Accountability (helps) — The program requires reports to the legislature..

The department must submit reports on enrollment and health outcomes.

Rights & Protections (helps) — The program offers support for those losing coverage..

It provides subsidies for preventive care and access to insurance.

Who Bears the Cost (helps) — State funding supports the program..

The state will appropriate funds for the pilot program.

Process Transparency (neutral) — Details on eligibility and application will be established..

The department will set clear criteria for enrollment.

FOLLOW THE MONEY

Pushing for it: Department of Human Services

Bearing the cost: Unknown

WHO’S BEHIND IT HOW THEY VOTED

Democrat-sponsored (OR / 18D) Senate - 2026-04-06 — passed
Yes 1R/11D - No OR/0OD



THE BILL ITSELF

Relating To Health Insurance.

Engrossed - recorded 2026-03-05

WHAT IT DOES

This bill would help people who lose Medicaid by providing health insurance options and support.

WHO IT’S WRITTEN FOR

Everyday People

READ IT YOURSELF

Official text (HI HB1546) —
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1546&year=2026
LegiScan — HB1546 — https://legiscan.com/HI/bill/HB1546,/2026

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/hi-hb1546-084736

YOUR NOTES


https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1546&year=2026
https://legiscan.com/HI/bill/HB1546/2026
https://www.obillerate.com/bill/hi-hb1546-084736

OBILLERATE’S TAKE - BEST 10 OF 10

The Addiction Treatment Bill

Hawaii bill forces insurers to pay addiction treatment providers
HI HB2209 - Healthcare & Insurance

LIBERATE
/10 Helps everyday people

1- hurts you helps you - 10

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR YOU

This bill could make it easier for people with addiction problems to get care, because providers will be paid
directly and won’t have to chase insurers. Insurers will lose a loophole that let them delay or refuse payment,
and they could be sued if they don’t pay.

WHY IT SCORES 8/10 — THE RECEIPTS

Accountability (helps) — Adds civil enforcement.

Providers can sue insurers and recover fees

Rights & Protections (helps) — Strengthens patient rights.

Patients can assign benefits to treatment providers

Who Bears the Cost (neutral) — Cost stays with insurers.

No new cost to consumers

Process Transparency (helps) — Requires explanation of benefits.

Insurers must provide EOB to providers

WHO’S BEHIND IT

Democrat-sponsored (OR / 18D)



THE BILL ITSELF

Relating To Health Insurance.

Introduced - recorded 2026-01-28

WHAT IT DOES

Health insurers in Hawaii must honor patients' written assignment of benefits to substanceuse treatment
providers, stopping them from blocking payments.

WHO IT’S WRITTEN FOR

Everyday People

READ IT YOURSELF

Official text (HI HB2209) —
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=2209&year=2026
LegiScan — HB2209 — https://legiscan.com/HI1/bill/HB2209/2026

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/hi-hb2209-093991

YOUR NOTES


https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=2209&year=2026
https://legiscan.com/HI/bill/HB2209/2026
https://www.obillerate.com/bill/hi-hb2209-093991
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