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The Maryland bills that matter most, each scored 1–10 on one 
question: does it help everyday people, or the interests behind it?

HURTS YOU every bar is one bill we read · 42 scored HELPS YOU

Our take on the left. The bill on the right. Room for your notes.

20 bills in this edition, drawn from 42 we scored · data as of 2026-07-28



H O W  T O  R E A D  T H I S  B O O K

Every spread is one bill, twice.
On the left is our take: the Billometer score, what the bill means for you, and the factor-by-factor reasoning 
behind that score. On the right is the bill on the record: its official title, its status, where to read the real text, 
and space for your own notes.

T H E  B I L L O M E T E R

One number, 1 to 10, answering a single question: does this help everyday people or hurt them? 1–4 hurts, 5–6 
is mixed, 7–10 helps. It is our editorial judgement — which is exactly why every page shows the reasoning 
behind it. If you disagree with a score, you can see precisely where you disagree.

H O W  T H E S E  B I L L S  W E R E  C H O S E N

Ranked, not cherry-picked. This edition prints the 10 lowest-scoring and 10 highest-scoring of the 42 
Maryland bills we have fully analysed. A bill only qualifies if it passed our verification step, has a recorded 
official status, and has its reasoning attached. Thin entries are left out rather than padded. Note that only 143 
bills in the entire country score 3 or below, so in most places the bottom of the list is not evil — it is merely 
mixed, and we label it that way.

T H E S E  A R E  P R O P O S A L S ,  N O T  L A W

Unless a status line says otherwise. Bills move constantly; every page shows the status we recorded on 
2026-07-28 and links to the live version.

Bill data from LegiScan (CC BY 4.0), Congress.gov and OpenStates. Analysis and scoring are Obillerate's own. Scores are editorial 
opinion, not legal advice — always read the official text before acting. Found an error? www.obillerate.com/corrections
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C O N T E N T S

10 worst, 10 best
T H E  W O R S T  —  L O W E S T  S C O R I N G

3/10 HB1331 The Work & Data Bill — Maryland bill adds work rules and data sharing for Medicaid

4/10 HB1228 The Nonprofit Hospitals Bill — Nonprofit hospitals could avoid tax on insurance premiums

5/10 HB1482 The Veterans Homes Bill — Tax credit for disabled veterans' homes moves to county level

5/10 HB1427 The Credit Hurt Bill — New tax credit rules could help or hurt Maryland renters

5/10 SB25 The Local Security Bill — Maryland expands cyber tax credit to boost local security firms

6/10 HB313 The Landlords Blame Bill — Maryland bill shields landlords from blame for screening reports

6/10 HB188 The Unemployment Benefits Bill — Unemployment benefits get a makeover in maryland

6/10 HB369 The Create Jobs Bill — County offers tax credit for new businesses that create jobs

6/10 HB290 The Cybersecurity Purchases Bill — Maryland offers refundable tax credit for cybersecurity 

purchases

6/10 HB739 The Notices & Handle Bill — Insurers must send clear notices and handle claim denials promptly

T H E  B E S T  —  H I G H E S T  S C O R I N G

9/10 SB551 The Ovarian Cancer Bill — New bill requires insurance to cover ovarian cancer prevention surgery

9/10 HB80 The Fees Upfront Bill — Landlords must tell you all fees upfront

9/10 HB888 The Service Members Bill — Washington County expands property tax help for disabled service 

members

9/10 HB1246 The Jobs & Benefits Bill — Maryland to help people find jobs and keep their benefits

9/10 SB500 The Service Members Bill — Washington County expands tax breaks for more disabled service 

members

9/10 HB633 The Ovarian Cancer Bill — New bill aims to cover ovarian cancer prevention surgeries

8/10 HB465 The Sexual Assault Bill — New bill aims to protect those reporting sexual assault

8/10 HB367 The Physical Therapy Bill — Physical therapy copays can’t exceed annual check�up fees

8/10 HB1126 The Pick Labs Bill — Patients can pick labs without extra fees in Maryland

8/10 HB1464 The Health Insurers Bill — Health insurers must answer eligibility checks quickly
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OBILLERATE

O B I L L E R A T E ' S  T A K E  ·  W O R S T  1  O F  1 0

The Work & Data Bill
Maryland bill adds work rules and data sharing for Medicaid
MD HB1331 · Healthcare & Insurance

3/10
OBLITERATE
Hurts everyday people

1 · hurts you helps you · 10

W H AT  T H I S  M E A N S  F O R  Y O U

The bill could tighten Medicaid eligibility, add work tests, and let the state look at your records, meaning many 
low�income families might face benefit cuts unless they meet new rules.

W H Y  I T  S C O R E S  3 / 1 0  —  T H E  R E C E I P T S

Rights & Protections (hurts) — adds work requirements and data sharing.
limits ability to keep Medicaid and expands state data access

Who Bears the Cost (hurts) — shifts eligibility risk to recipients.
benefit cuts fall on low�income families

Accountability (neutral) — requires agency agreements.
creates oversight but not clear benefit

Process Transparency (hurts) — data sharing may reduce privacy.
citizens less aware of how info is used

W H O ' S  B E H I N D  I T

Republican-sponsored (7R / 0D)
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T H E  B I L L  I T S E L F

Maryland Department of Health and Department of Human Services 
- Public Benefits - Eligibility and Prohibitions

MD HB1331 Introduced · recorded 2026-02-12

W H AT  I T  D O E S

The bill would let state agencies share your health data and could make you lose Medicaid if you miss work 
requirements or new eligibility checks.

W H O  I T ' S  W R I T T E N  F O R

Government Power

R E A D  I T  Y O U R S E L F

Official text (MD HB1331) — https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/HB1331?ys=2026RS

LegiScan — HB1331 — https://legiscan.com/MD/bill/HB1331/2026

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/md-hb1331-114807

Y O U R  N O T E S
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OBILLERATE

O B I L L E R A T E ' S  T A K E  ·  W O R S T  2  O F  1 0

The Nonprofit Hospitals Bill
Nonprofit hospitals could avoid tax on insurance premiums
MD HB1228 · Money & Damages

4/10
OBLITERATE
Hurts everyday people

1 · hurts you helps you · 10

W H AT  T H I S  M E A N S  F O R  Y O U

If this bill passes, nonprofit hospitals might save money on taxes. But regular people could end up paying more 
in other ways. It's important to think about how this affects everyone.

W H Y  I T  S C O R E S  4 / 1 0  —  T H E  R E C E I P T S

Who Bears the Cost (hurts) — Shifts costs away from hospitals..
Nonprofit hospitals would not pay the premium receipts tax.

Rights & Protections (neutral) — No direct impact on consumer rights..
The bill does not affect individual rights.

F O L L O W  T H E  M O N E Y

Pushing for it: Nonprofit hospitals and health care systems
Bearing the cost: Tax revenue for the state

W H O ' S  B E H I N D  I T

Democrat-sponsored (0R / 1D)
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T H E  B I L L  I T S E L F

Insurance - Premium Receipts Tax - Exemption for Captive 
Insurance Procured by Nonprofit Hospitals and Health Care 
Systems

MD HB1228 Introduced · recorded 2026-02-11

W H AT  I T  D O E S

This bill would let nonprofit hospitals skip a tax on certain insurance payments, which could save them money.

W H O  I T ' S  W R I T T E N  F O R

Big Business

R E A D  I T  Y O U R S E L F

Official text (MD HB1228) — https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/HB1228?ys=2026RS

LegiScan — HB1228 — https://legiscan.com/MD/bill/HB1228/2026

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/md-hb1228-113891

Y O U R  N O T E S
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OBILLERATE

O B I L L E R A T E ' S  T A K E  ·  W O R S T  3  O F  1 0

The Veterans Homes Bill
Tax credit for disabled veterans' homes moves to county level
MD HB1482 · Housing & Property

5/10
TOLERATE
Mixed — some good, some bad

1 · hurts you helps you · 10

W H AT  T H I S  M E A N S  F O R  Y O U

Veterans could save money on their house taxes, but other residents may see higher taxes to cover the credit.

W H Y  I T  S C O R E S  5 / 1 0  —  T H E  R E C E I P T S

Accountability (neutral) — neutral.
requires counties to act but adds no new oversight

Rights & Protections (helps) — expands.
adds tax credit for disabled veterans and surviving spouses

Who Bears the Cost (hurts) — cost shift.
credit reduces county revenue, others may pay more

Process Transparency (neutral) — neutral.
bill is still early in the process

W H O ' S  B E H I N D  I T

Republican-sponsored (8R / 0D)
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T H E  B I L L  I T S E L F

Property Tax - Credit for Dwelling House of Disabled Veterans and 
Surviving Spouses - Revisions

MD HB1482 Introduced · recorded 2026-02-13

W H AT  I T  D O E S

Counties must give a property tax credit to disabled veterans and their surviving spouses on their homes.

W H O  I T ' S  W R I T T E N  F O R

Everyday People

R E A D  I T  Y O U R S E L F

Official text (MD HB1482) — https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/HB1482?ys=2026RS

LegiScan — HB1482 — https://legiscan.com/MD/bill/HB1482/2026

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/md-hb1482-116537

Y O U R  N O T E S
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OBILLERATE

O B I L L E R A T E ' S  T A K E  ·  W O R S T  4  O F  1 0

The Credit Hurt Bill
New tax credit rules could help or hurt Maryland renters
MD HB1427 · Money & Damages

5/10
TOLERATE
Mixed — some good, some bad

1 · hurts you helps you · 10

W H AT  T H I S  M E A N S  F O R  Y O U

This bill is important because it could change how many people get help with their taxes. If you are a renter 
or homeowner, you should pay attention and share your thoughts.

W H Y  I T  S C O R E S  5 / 1 0  —  T H E  R E C E I P T S

Accountability (neutral) — Changes eligibility but does not increase transparency..
The bill alters who qualifies for tax credits without clear communication.

Rights & Protections (hurts) — Excludes higher-income homeowners from benefits..
This could limit support for those who need it, depending on income.

Who Bears the Cost (helps) — May reduce tax burdens for some..
Lower-income renters could benefit from increased credits.

W H O ' S  B E H I N D  I T

Democrat-sponsored (0R / 1D)
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T H E  B I L L  I T S E L F

Property Tax Credits - Renters' Tax Credit, Homeowners' Tax Credit, 
and Homestead Tax Credit - Altering Eligibility and Amount

MD HB1427 Introduced · recorded 2026-02-13

W H AT  I T  D O E S

This bill would change who can get tax credits for rent and homeownership, which could help some people 
but leave others out.

W H O  I T ' S  W R I T T E N  F O R

Everyday People

R E A D  I T  Y O U R S E L F

Official text (MD HB1427) — https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/HB1427?ys=2026RS

LegiScan — HB1427 — https://legiscan.com/MD/bill/HB1427/2026

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/md-hb1427-116617

Y O U R  N O T E S
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OBILLERATE

O B I L L E R A T E ' S  T A K E  ·  W O R S T  5  O F  1 0

The Local Security Bill
Maryland expands cyber tax credit to boost local security firms
MD SB25 · Money & Damages

5/10
TOLERATE
Mixed — some good, some bad

1 · hurts you helps you · 10

W H AT  T H I S  M E A N S  F O R  Y O U

The bill would help local firms grow and may make it cheaper for companies to protect data, but it also cuts 
tax money that could fund services for everyday people.

W H Y  I T  S C O R E S  5 / 1 0  —  T H E  R E C E I P T S

Accountability (neutral) — no change.
does not alter oversight

Rights & Protections (neutral) — no change.
does not affect individual rights

Who Bears the Cost (hurts) — tax credit reduces revenue.
state loses revenue that could fund services

Process Transparency (neutral) — no change.
no new reporting required

W H O ' S  B E H I N D  I T

Democrat-sponsored (0R / 7D)

H O W  T H E Y  V O T E D

Senate · 2026-02-17 — passed
Yes 12R/29D · No 0R/0D
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T H E  B I L L  I T S E L F

Income Tax - Cybersecurity Technology and Service Tax Credit - 
Alterations

MD SB25 Engrossed · recorded 2026-02-17

W H AT  I T  D O E S

Maryland businesses could claim a larger tax credit when they buy cybersecurity tools from Maryland 
companies, lowering their taxes but costing the state.

W H O  I T ' S  W R I T T E N  F O R

Cybersecurity industry

R E A D  I T  Y O U R S E L F

Official text (MD SB25) — https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/SB0025?ys=2026RS

LegiScan — SB25 — https://legiscan.com/MD/bill/SB25/2026

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/md-sb25-070322

Y O U R  N O T E S
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OBILLERATE

O B I L L E R A T E ' S  T A K E  ·  W O R S T  6  O F  1 0

The Landlords Blame Bill
Maryland bill shields landlords from blame for screening reports
MD HB313 · Housing & Property

6/10
TOLERATE
Mixed — some good, some bad

1 · hurts you helps you · 10

W H AT  T H I S  M E A N S  F O R  Y O U

This bill cuts both ways. The upside: you'd get a heads-up about screening fees and what they're checking, 
and you'd have a chance to fix errors on your tenant report before a landlord sees them. That's real. But the 
immunity clause matters. If a screening company puts wrong info in your file, say, an eviction that wasn't 
yours, or a missed payment you actually made, the landlord is shielded from lawsuits. You'd have to go…

W H Y  I T  S C O R E S  6 / 1 0  —  T H E  R E C E I P T S

Tenant Disclosure & Right to Challenge (helps) — Transparency benefit; tenants can dispute errors before 
landlord sees them.
Prospective tenants are allowed to dispute and provide evidence regarding information in…

Landlord Immunity from Liability (hurts) — Core protection shields landlords from lawsuits over bad screening 
data.
Landlord is not liable for certain information included in tenant screening report under…

Access to Remedy (hurts) — Tenants still have right to challenge but must navigate company, no landlord lawsuit 
path.
While tenants may dispute errors, the immunity clause means landlords face no legal…

Process Clarity (helps) — Upfront disclosure reduces surprise fees and hidden criteria.
Landlord must provide certain written disclosures before accepting application or…

F O L L O W  T H E  M O N E Y

Pushing for it: Tenants (disclosure and dispute rights)
Bearing the cost: Tenants (landlord immunity shields companies from accountability)

W H O ' S  B E H I N D  I T

Democrat-sponsored (0R / 1D)

H O W  T H E Y  V O T E D

House · 2026-03-18 — passed
Yes 1R/95D · No 35R/1D
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T H E  B I L L  I T S E L F

Landlord and Tenant - Residential Housing - Rental Applications and 
Tenant Screening

MD HB313 Engrossed · recorded 2026-03-18

W H AT  I T  D O E S

Landlords would have to tell you upfront what they'll check before you pay to apply. You could challenge 
wrong info on tenant screening reports. But landlords get legal protection if the screening company's report 
has bad data, they can't be sued for it.

W H O  I T ' S  W R I T T E N  F O R

Landlords

R E A D  I T  Y O U R S E L F

Official text (MD HB313) — https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/HB0313?ys=2026RS

LegiScan — HB313 — https://legiscan.com/MD/bill/HB313/2026

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/md-hb313-080553

Y O U R  N O T E S
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OBILLERATE

O B I L L E R A T E ' S  T A K E  ·  W O R S T  7  O F  1 0

The Unemployment Benefits Bill
Unemployment benefits get a makeover in maryland
MD HB188 · Work & Wages

6/10
TOLERATE
Mixed — some good, some bad

1 · hurts you helps you · 10

W H AT  T H I S  M E A N S  F O R  Y O U

If you lose your job in Maryland, this bill would change how much money you can get from unemployment 
benefits, so now is the time to weigh in on what you think is fair

W H Y  I T  S C O R E S  6 / 1 0  —  T H E  R E C E I P T S

Accountability (neutral) — No change.
No direct impact on accountability

Rights & Protections (neutral) — Neutral impact.
Changes to benefits calculation may affect some individuals, but overall impact is neutral

Who Bears the Cost (hurts) — Cost shift.
Employers may pay more in contributions, which could be passed on to employees or…

Process Transparency (helps) — Improved transparency.
Requires the state to make the annual average wage available online

F O L L O W  T H E  M O N E Y

Pushing for it: Workers who lose their jobs
Bearing the cost: Employers, potentially consumers

W H O ' S  B E H I N D  I T

Democrat-sponsored (0R / 1D)
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T H E  B I L L  I T S E L F

Unemployment Insurance Modernization Act of 2026
MD HB188 Introduced · recorded 2026-01-14

W H AT  I T  D O E S

Changes how unemployment benefits are calculated

W H O  I T ' S  W R I T T E N  F O R

Workers

R E A D  I T  Y O U R S E L F

Official text (MD HB188) — https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/HB0188?ys=2026RS

LegiScan — HB188 — https://legiscan.com/MD/bill/HB188/2026

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/md-hb188-070761

Y O U R  N O T E S
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OBILLERATE

O B I L L E R A T E ' S  T A K E  ·  W O R S T  8  O F  1 0

The Create Jobs Bill
County offers tax credit for new businesses that create jobs
MD HB369 · Money & Damages

6/10
TOLERATE
Mixed — some good, some bad

1 · hurts you helps you · 10

W H AT  T H I S  M E A N S  F O R  Y O U

The bill promises more jobs for the county, which could help families find work. But it also reduces the money 
the county collects from property taxes, which could mean fewer resources for schools or roads. Because the 
bill is just starting, voters can push for safeguards or support it to boost employment.

W H Y  I T  S C O R E S  6 / 1 0  —  T H E  R E C E I P T S

Accountability (neutral) — neutral.
Bill does not change oversight of businesses.

Rights & Protections (neutral) — neutral.
No impact on individual rights.

Who Bears the Cost (hurts) — cost shift.
Tax credit reduces county revenue, shifting cost to residents.

Process Transparency (neutral) — neutral.
Bill follows standard legislative process.

W H O ' S  B E H I N D  I T

Sponsorship unclear
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T H E  B I L L  I T S E L F

Prince George's County - Property Tax Credit - New Businesses PG 
407-26

MD HB369 Introduced · recorded 2026-01-19

W H AT  I T  D O E S

New companies that hire at least ten full�time workers could get a cut on their county property taxes, which 
might lower local services funded by those taxes.

W H O  I T ' S  W R I T T E N  F O R

Businesses

R E A D  I T  Y O U R S E L F

Official text (MD HB369) — https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/HB0369?ys=2026RS

LegiScan — HB369 — https://legiscan.com/MD/bill/HB369/2026

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/md-hb369-086266

Y O U R  N O T E S
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OBILLERATE

O B I L L E R A T E ' S  T A K E  ·  W O R S T  9  O F  1 0

The Cybersecurity Purchases Bill
Maryland offers refundable tax credit for cybersecurity purchases
MD HB290 · Money & Damages

6/10
TOLERATE
Mixed — some good, some bad

1 · hurts you helps you · 10

W H AT  T H I S  M E A N S  F O R  Y O U

If passed, the state will spend money to encourage local cybersecurity firms, which could boost jobs and make 
companies safer, but taxpayers will foot the bill.

W H Y  I T  S C O R E S  6 / 1 0  —  T H E  R E C E I P T S

Accountability (neutral) — No new oversight added.
The bill does not change accountability mechanisms.

Rights & Protections (neutral) — No impact on rights.
Does not affect individual legal rights.

Who Bears the Cost (hurts) — Taxpayers fund the credit.
Refundable credit means state pays out money.

Process Transparency (neutral) — Standard legislative process.
No special transparency provisions.

W H O ' S  B E H I N D  I T

Sponsorship unclear
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T H E  B I L L  I T S E L F

Income Tax – Cybersecurity Technology and Service Tax Credit – 
Alterations

MD HB290 Introduced · recorded 2026-01-14

W H AT  I T  D O E S

The bill would let Maryland businesses and nonprofits get a refundable tax credit when they buy cybersecurity 
tools from Maryland firms, up to $1/million total.

W H O  I T ' S  W R I T T E N  F O R

Cybersecurity

R E A D  I T  Y O U R S E L F

Official text (MD HB290) — https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/HB0290?ys=2026RS

LegiScan — HB290 — https://legiscan.com/MD/bill/HB290/2026

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/md-hb290-070269

Y O U R  N O T E S
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OBILLERATE

O B I L L E R A T E ' S  T A K E  ·  W O R S T  1 0  O F  1 0

The Notices & Handle Bill
Insurers must send clear notices and handle claim denials promptly
MD HB739 · Healthcare & Insurance

6/10
TOLERATE
Mixed — some good, some bad

1 · hurts you helps you · 10

W H AT  T H I S  M E A N S  F O R  Y O U

If this passes, you will get quicker, clearer info when your health plan denies payment, but the plan may be 
forced to deny claims in cases, so watch for abuse.

W H Y  I T  S C O R E S  6 / 1 0  —  T H E  R E C E I P T S

Accountability (helps) — Improves oversight of insurers.
Insurers must follow clear communication rules and are accountable for denials.

Rights & Protections (helps) — Gives consumers clearer notice.
Patients receive timely, understandable information about claim status.

Who Bears the Cost (neutral) — Costs fall on insurers.
Insurers must adjust processes, no direct cost to consumers.

Process Transparency (helps) — Adds transparency to claim handling.
Specific communication requirements make claim processes more open.

W H O ' S  B E H I N D  I T

Democrat-sponsored (0R / 1D)
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T H E  B I L L  I T S E L F

Health Insurance - Prompt Payment of Claims - Requirements
MD HB739 Introduced · recorded 2026-02-03

W H AT  I T  D O E S

The bill would force health insurers to send clear notices and treat certain messages as claim denials, making 
payment timelines more transparent for patients.

W H O  I T ' S  W R I T T E N  F O R

Everyday People

R E A D  I T  Y O U R S E L F

Official text (MD HB739) — https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/HB0739?ys=2026RS

LegiScan — HB739 — https://legiscan.com/MD/bill/HB739/2026

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/md-hb739-104472

Y O U R  N O T E S
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OBILLERATE

O B I L L E R A T E ' S  T A K E  ·  B E S T  1  O F  1 0

The Ovarian Cancer Bill
New bill requires insurance to cover ovarian cancer prevention surgery
MD SB551 · Healthcare & Insurance

9/10
LIBERATE
Helps everyday people

1 · hurts you helps you · 10

W H AT  T H I S  M E A N S  F O R  Y O U

This is a big win for women. They would not have to pay extra for an important surgery that can help prevent 
cancer. Now is the time to support this bill.

W H Y  I T  S C O R E S  9 / 1 0  —  T H E  R E C E I P T S

Accountability (helps) — Requires coverage for specific health procedures.
Insurers must cover salpingectomy without extra costs

Rights & Protections (helps) — Protects patients from high costs.
No copayments or deductibles for the surgery

Who Bears the Cost (helps) — Insurance companies cover the costs.
Insurers must pay for the procedure

W H O ' S  B E H I N D  I T

Democrat-sponsored (0R / 1D)

H O W  T H E Y  V O T E D

House · 2026-04-13 — passed
Yes 31R/97D · No 6R/0D
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T H E  B I L L  I T S E L F

Health Insurance - Ovarian Cancer Prevention With Salpingectomy 
- Required Coverage and Prohibited Cost Sharing

MD SB551 Engrossed · recorded 2026-03-19

W H AT  I T  D O E S

This bill would make sure health insurance covers surgery to prevent ovarian cancer without extra costs for 
patients.

W H O  I T ' S  W R I T T E N  F O R

Everyday People

R E A D  I T  Y O U R S E L F

Official text (MD SB551) — https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/SB0551?ys=2026RS

LegiScan — SB551 — https://legiscan.com/MD/bill/SB551/2026

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/md-sb551-106968

Y O U R  N O T E S
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OBILLERATE

O B I L L E R A T E ' S  T A K E  ·  B E S T  2  O F  1 0

The Fees Upfront Bill
Landlords must tell you all fees upfront
MD HB80 · Housing & Property

9/10
LIBERATE
Helps everyday people

1 · hurts you helps you · 10

W H AT  T H I S  M E A N S  F O R  Y O U

This bill is important because it would stop landlords from adding surprise fees to your rent later. Right now, 
some landlords might not tell you about all the extra money you have to pay until it's too late. If this bill passes, 
you would know exactly what you owe before you agree to rent a place. This helps you plan your money better 
and protects you from unexpected charges. It is still moving through the legislature, so…

W H Y  I T  S C O R E S  9 / 1 0  —  T H E  R E C E I P T S

Accountability (helps) — Landlords must disclose all fees.
Landlords would be held responsible for telling renters about all fees upfront.

Rights & Protections (helps) — Tenants gain right to full fee disclosure.
Renters would have a new right to know all fees before signing a lease and can sue if not…

Who Bears the Cost (helps) — Tenants avoid hidden costs.
This bill would shift the burden of hidden fees away from tenants by requiring upfront…

Process Transparency (helps) — Rental fee process becomes clearer.
The process for understanding rental fees would become much more open and clear for…

F O L L O W  T H E  M O N E Y

Pushing for it: Tenants (by avoiding hidden fees)
Bearing the cost: Landlords (who would lose revenue from undisclosed fees)

W H O ' S  B E H I N D  I T

Democrat-sponsored (0R / 1D)

H O W  T H E Y  V O T E D

House · 2026-03-05 — passed
Yes 2R/92D · No 34R/1D
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T H E  B I L L  I T S E L F

Landlord and Tenant - Residential Leases - Fee Disclosures
MD HB80 Engrossed · recorded 2026-03-05

W H AT  I T  D O E S

This bill would make landlords tell you all fees before you sign a lease, so you don't get surprised by hidden 
costs.

W H O  I T ' S  W R I T T E N  F O R

Everyday People

R E A D  I T  Y O U R S E L F

Official text (MD HB80) — https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/HB0080?ys=2026RS

LegiScan — HB80 — https://legiscan.com/MD/bill/HB80/2026

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/md-hb80-070580

Y O U R  N O T E S
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OBILLERATE

O B I L L E R A T E ' S  T A K E  ·  B E S T  3  O F  1 0

The Service Members Bill
Washington County expands property tax help for disabled service members
MD HB888 · Housing & Property

9/10
LIBERATE
Helps everyday people

1 · hurts you helps you · 10

W H AT  T H I S  M E A N S  F O R  Y O U

This bill is good news for disabled veterans in Washington County. It would make it easier for more of them 
to get a break on their property taxes, which could save them money each year. This is important because it 
recognizes the service of more people who have been hurt while serving our country, including those in NOAA 
and the Public Health Service. While the county might collect a little less in taxes, many would agree…

W H Y  I T  S C O R E S  9 / 1 0  —  T H E  R E C E I P T S

Accountability (neutral) — Neutral.
The bill does not directly address accountability for public officials or private…

Rights & Protections (helps) — Expands benefits.
This bill would expand eligibility for a property tax credit, helping more disabled…

Who Bears the Cost (neutral) — Cost shifted to county revenue, benefit to veterans.
The cost is a reduction in property tax revenue for Washington County, benefiting…

Process Transparency (neutral) — No transparency issues noted.
The bill's process appears standard, with no indication of hidden clauses or rushed…

F O L L O W  T H E  M O N E Y

Pushing for it: Disabled veterans, including NOAA and Public Health Service members
Bearing the cost: Washington County (reduced tax revenue)

W H O ' S  B E H I N D  I T

Sponsorship unclear

H O W  T H E Y  V O T E D

House · 2026-03-27 — passed
Yes 31R/93D · No 1R/0D
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T H E  B I L L  I T S E L F

Washington County - Property Tax Credit for Disabled Veterans - 
Eligibility

MD HB888 Engrossed · recorded 2026-03-27

W H AT  I T  D O E S

This bill would help more disabled veterans, including those from NOAA and Public Health Service, pay less 
in property taxes in Washington County.

W H O  I T ' S  W R I T T E N  F O R

Everyday People

R E A D  I T  Y O U R S E L F

Official text (MD HB888) — https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/HB0888?ys=2026RS

LegiScan — HB888 — https://legiscan.com/MD/bill/HB888/2026

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/md-hb888-107070

Y O U R  N O T E S
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OBILLERATE

O B I L L E R A T E ' S  T A K E  ·  B E S T  4  O F  1 0

The Jobs & Benefits Bill
Maryland to help people find jobs and keep their benefits
MD HB1246 · Work & Wages

9/10
LIBERATE
Helps everyday people

1 · hurts you helps you · 10

W H AT  T H I S  M E A N S  F O R  Y O U

This bill would create a database and help people sign up for programs. This could make it easier for people 
to find jobs and keep important benefits like health care and food assistance. It aims to help people become 
more independent. People who need help finding training or jobs to keep their benefits should support this 
bill while it is still moving through the legislature.

W H Y  I T  S C O R E S  9 / 1 0  —  T H E  R E C E I P T S

Accountability (helps) — State agency has new duty to help citizens..
The Maryland Department of Health would be required to set up and manage this database…

Rights & Protections (helps) — Helps protect access to essential benefits..
The bill aims to help individuals maintain eligibility for health care and food…

Who Bears the Cost (neutral) — Costs are for public service, not shifted to individuals..
The cost of creating and maintaining the database would be borne by the state, not…

Process Transparency (neutral) — No direct impact on government transparency..
The bill does not change how government decisions are made or shared with the public.

F O L L O W  T H E  M O N E Y

Pushing for it: Individuals needing job training and benefit eligibility
Bearing the cost: Maryland taxpayers (for database creation and operation)

W H O ' S  B E H I N D  I T

Democrat-sponsored (0R / 1D)
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T H E  B I L L  I T S E L F

Maryland Department of Health - Employment Training and 
Opportunity Database

MD HB1246 Introduced · recorded 2026-02-11

W H AT  I T  D O E S

This bill would make a state website to help people find job training so they can keep their health care and food 
money.

W H O  I T ' S  W R I T T E N  F O R

Everyday People

R E A D  I T  Y O U R S E L F

Official text (MD HB1246) — https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/HB1246?ys=2026RS

LegiScan — HB1246 — https://legiscan.com/MD/bill/HB1246/2026

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/md-hb1246-113847

Y O U R  N O T E S
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OBILLERATE

O B I L L E R A T E ' S  T A K E  ·  B E S T  5  O F  1 0

The Service Members Bill
Washington County expands tax breaks for more disabled service members
MD SB500 · Housing & Property

9/10
LIBERATE
Helps everyday people

1 · hurts you helps you · 10

W H AT  T H I S  M E A N S  F O R  Y O U

This bill is a good thing because it would help more people who served our country get a tax break on 
their homes. If it passes, it would mean that disabled members of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration and the Public Health Service would get the same property tax help as other disabled veterans. 
This helps lighten their load and shows appreciation for their service.

W H Y  I T  S C O R E S  9 / 1 0  —  T H E  R E C E I P T S

Accountability (neutral) — Neutral impact on accountability..
The bill focuses on eligibility for a tax credit and does not directly impact…

Rights & Protections (helps) — Expands eligibility for a tax credit..
The bill would allow more disabled veterans, specifically from NOAA and the Public Health…

Who Bears the Cost (hurts) — Washington County would collect less property tax..
By expanding the tax credit, Washington County would forgo some property tax revenue…

Process Transparency (neutral) — Standard legislative process..
The bill was introduced and had a hearing scheduled, which was later canceled, indicating…

F O L L O W  T H E  M O N E Y

Pushing for it: Disabled veterans, including NOAA and Public Health Service members
Bearing the cost: Washington County

W H O ' S  B E H I N D  I T

Sponsorship unclear
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T H E  B I L L  I T S E L F

Washington County - Property Tax Credit for Disabled Veterans - 
Eligibility

MD SB500 Introduced · recorded 2026-02-02

W H AT  I T  D O E S

This bill would let more disabled veterans, including those from NOAA and Public Health Service, get a break 
on their property taxes in Washington County.

W H O  I T ' S  W R I T T E N  F O R

Everyday People

R E A D  I T  Y O U R S E L F

Official text (MD SB500) — https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/SB0500?ys=2026RS

LegiScan — SB500 — https://legiscan.com/MD/bill/SB500/2026

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/md-sb500-104481

Y O U R  N O T E S
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OBILLERATE

O B I L L E R A T E ' S  T A K E  ·  B E S T  6  O F  1 0

The Ovarian Cancer Bill
New bill aims to cover ovarian cancer prevention surgeries
MD HB633 · Healthcare & Insurance

9/10
LIBERATE
Helps everyday people

1 · hurts you helps you · 10

W H AT  T H I S  M E A N S  F O R  Y O U

Women could gain important health coverage that helps prevent ovarian cancer. This is a chance to support 
better health options for everyone. Now is the time to speak up.

W H Y  I T  S C O R E S  9 / 1 0  —  T H E  R E C E I P T S

Rights & Protections (helps) — Provides coverage for preventive surgery.
This bill adds protections for women's health by ensuring coverage.

Process Transparency (helps) — Study required for further coverage.
The bill includes a study to assess additional coverage needs.

W H O ' S  B E H I N D  I T

Democrat-sponsored (3R / 14D)

H O W  T H E Y  V O T E D

House · 2026-04-13 — passed
Yes 28R/98D · No 8R/0D
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T H E  B I L L  I T S E L F

Health Insurance - Ovarian Cancer Prevention With Salpingectomy 
- Required Coverage

MD HB633 Engrossed · recorded 2026-04-13

W H AT  I T  D O E S

This bill would require health insurance to cover surgeries that help prevent ovarian cancer, which is 
important for women's health.

W H O  I T ' S  W R I T T E N  F O R

Everyday People

R E A D  I T  Y O U R S E L F

Official text (MD HB633) — https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/HB0633?ys=2026RS

LegiScan — HB633 — https://legiscan.com/MD/bill/HB633/2026

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/md-hb633-102422

Y O U R  N O T E S
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OBILLERATE

O B I L L E R A T E ' S  T A K E  ·  B E S T  7  O F  1 0

The Sexual Assault Bill
New bill aims to protect those reporting sexual assault
MD HB465 · Immunity & Accountability

8/10
LIBERATE
Helps everyday people

1 · hurts you helps you · 10

W H AT  T H I S  M E A N S  F O R  Y O U

This is a big step for survivors. It lets them speak out without worrying about legal trouble. Now is the time to 
support this bill and help those in need.

W H Y  I T  S C O R E S  8 / 1 0  —  T H E  R E C E I P T S

Accountability (helps) — Encourages reporting of sexual assault.
Provides legal protection for those disclosing allegations.

Rights & Protections (helps) — Supports survivors' rights.
Helps survivors speak out without fear of retaliation.

Who Bears the Cost (neutral) — Costs remain unclear.
No significant cost shifts identified.

Process Transparency (neutral) — Transparency maintained.
The process for reporting remains clear.

W H O ' S  B E H I N D  I T

Democrat-sponsored (3R / 29D)
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T H E  B I L L  I T S E L F

Civil Actions - Immunity - Disclosure of Allegations of Sexually 
Assaultive Behavior (Stop Silencing Survivors Act)

MD HB465 Introduced · recorded 2026-01-23

W H AT  I T  D O E S

This bill would help people safely share information about sexual assault without fear of being sued.

W H O  I T ' S  W R I T T E N  F O R

Everyday People

R E A D  I T  Y O U R S E L F

Official text (MD HB465) — https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/HB0465?ys=2026RS

LegiScan — HB465 — https://legiscan.com/MD/bill/HB465/2026

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/md-hb465-090847

Y O U R  N O T E S
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OBILLERATE

O B I L L E R A T E ' S  T A K E  ·  B E S T  8  O F  1 0

The Physical Therapy Bill
Physical therapy copays can’t exceed annual check�up fees
MD HB367 · Healthcare & Insurance

8/10
LIBERATE
Helps everyday people

1 · hurts you helps you · 10

W H AT  T H I S  M E A N S  F O R  Y O U

Consumers would save money on needed therapy, while insurers would lose extra revenue, so the bill could 
help families afford rehab now.

W H Y  I T  S C O R E S  8 / 1 0  —  T H E  R E C E I P T S

Accountability (helps) — limits insurer fees.
prevents higher copays for PT than for annual exam

Rights & Protections (helps) — protects consumer cost rights.
ensures PT cost not higher than wellness visit

Who Bears the Cost (helps) — shifts cost away from patients.
insurers cannot charge extra

Process Transparency (neutral) — no change.
bill does not affect transparency

W H O ' S  B E H I N D  I T

Republican-sponsored (1R / 0D)
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T H E  B I L L  I T S E L F

Health Insurance - Physical Therapy - Copayments, Coinsurance, 
and Deductibles

MD HB367 Introduced · recorded 2026-01-19

W H AT  I T  D O E S

Insurers could not charge higher copays for physical therapy than for a yearly physical exam.

W H O  I T ' S  W R I T T E N  F O R

Everyday People

R E A D  I T  Y O U R S E L F

Official text (MD HB367) — https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/HB0367?ys=2026RS

LegiScan — HB367 — https://legiscan.com/MD/bill/HB367/2026

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/md-hb367-086254

Y O U R  N O T E S
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OBILLERATE

O B I L L E R A T E ' S  T A K E  ·  B E S T  9  O F  1 0

The Pick Labs Bill
Patients can pick labs without extra fees in Maryland
MD HB1126 · Healthcare & Insurance

8/10
LIBERATE
Helps everyday people

1 · hurts you helps you · 10

W H AT  T H I S  M E A N S  F O R  Y O U

If passed, Maryland residents keep the freedom to choose any lab and won’t face surprise charges, making 
health care more affordable and fair.

W H Y  I T  S C O R E S  8 / 1 0  —  T H E  R E C E I P T S

Accountability (helps) — Insurers must follow new rules.
Prevents insurers from restricting lab choice

Rights & Protections (helps) — Protects patient choice.
Guarantees enrollee ability to select labs

Who Bears the Cost (helps) — No new costs for patients.
Keeps extra fees from being passed to consumers

Process Transparency (neutral) — No new disclosure requirements.
Bill does not add reporting duties

W H O ' S  B E H I N D  I T

Democrat-sponsored (0R / 1D)
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T H E  B I L L  I T S E L F

Health Insurance and Managed Care Organizations - Laboratory 
Services - Contract Providers

MD HB1126 Introduced · recorded 2026-02-11

W H AT  I T  D O E S

The bill would stop insurers from blocking your choice of lab or charging extra fees for lab tests.

W H O  I T ' S  W R I T T E N  F O R

Everyday People

R E A D  I T  Y O U R S E L F

Official text (MD HB1126) — https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/HB1126?ys=2026RS

LegiScan — HB1126 — https://legiscan.com/MD/bill/HB1126/2026

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/md-hb1126-113809

Y O U R  N O T E S
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OBILLERATE

O B I L L E R A T E ' S  T A K E  ·  B E S T  1 0  O F  1 0

The Health Insurers Bill
Health insurers must answer eligibility checks quickly
MD HB1464 · Healthcare & Insurance

8/10
LIBERATE
Helps everyday people

1 · hurts you helps you · 10

W H AT  T H I S  M E A N S  F O R  Y O U

Providers and patients will get clearer, faster info on whether a service is covered, and they will be protected 
from surprise claim denials. Insurers will have to follow the new rules, which may add some admin work.

W H Y  I T  S C O R E S  8 / 1 0  —  T H E  R E C E I P T S

Accountability (helps) — requires timely response from TPAs.
Increases insurer accountability

Rights & Protections (helps) — protects providers from retroactive denial.
Strengthens provider and patient rights

Who Bears the Cost (helps) — shifts denial risk to insurers.
Cost shift away from providers/patients

Process Transparency (helps) — creates a clear eligibility request process.
Improves transparency for providers

W H O ' S  B E H I N D  I T

Democrat-sponsored (0R / 1D)
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T H E  B I L L  I T S E L F

Health Insurance - Third-Party Administrators - Verification of 
Eligibility

MD HB1464 Introduced · recorded 2026-02-13

W H AT  I T  D O E S

Doctors could ask insurers if a patient is covered and get a fast answer, and insurers could not later refuse 
payment if the doctor followed the new process.

W H O  I T ' S  W R I T T E N  F O R

Everyday People

R E A D  I T  Y O U R S E L F

Official text (MD HB1464) — https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/HB1464?ys=2026RS

LegiScan — HB1464 — https://legiscan.com/MD/bill/HB1464/2026

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/md-hb1464-116500
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Published by Obillerate, an independent nonpartisan watchdog that reads and scores 
every bill in Congress and all 50 states on a single question: does it help everyday people, 
or the interests behind it? Every score in this book shows its reasoning, and every page 
links to the official text so you can check us.

H O W  T O  C I T E  T H I S

Obillerate, “Maryland Bill Book 2026” (2026-07-28). www.obillerate.com/library/2026/

W H AT  Y O U  M AY  D O  W I T H  I T

Read it, print it, and share it whole and unaltered — that is what it is for. Quote it with credit 
to Obillerate. What you may not do is republish the analysis as your own work, strip the 
attribution, or sell it. Underlying bill data comes from LegiScan (CC BY 4.0), Congress.gov 
and OpenStates; the scoring, the reasoning and the editorial judgement are Obillerate's own.

C O R R E C T I O N S

We get things wrong sometimes and fix them fast. www.obillerate.com/corrections
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