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The South Carolina bills that matter most, each scored 1–10 on 
one question: does it help everyday people, or the interests behind 
it?

HURTS YOU every bar is one bill we read · 42 scored HELPS YOU

Our take on the left. The bill on the right. Room for your notes.

20 bills in this edition, drawn from 42 we scored · data as of 2026-07-28



H O W  T O  R E A D  T H I S  B O O K

Every spread is one bill, twice.
On the left is our take: the Billometer score, what the bill means for you, and the factor-by-factor reasoning 
behind that score. On the right is the bill on the record: its official title, its status, where to read the real text, 
and space for your own notes.

T H E  B I L L O M E T E R

One number, 1 to 10, answering a single question: does this help everyday people or hurt them? 1–4 hurts, 5–6 
is mixed, 7–10 helps. It is our editorial judgement — which is exactly why every page shows the reasoning 
behind it. If you disagree with a score, you can see precisely where you disagree.

H O W  T H E S E  B I L L S  W E R E  C H O S E N

Ranked, not cherry-picked. This edition prints the 10 lowest-scoring and 10 highest-scoring of the 42 South 
Carolina bills we have fully analysed. A bill only qualifies if it passed our verification step, has a recorded 
official status, and has its reasoning attached. Thin entries are left out rather than padded. Note that only 143 
bills in the entire country score 3 or below, so in most places the bottom of the list is not evil — it is merely 
mixed, and we label it that way.

T H E S E  A R E  P R O P O S A L S ,  N O T  L A W

Unless a status line says otherwise. Bills move constantly; every page shows the status we recorded on 
2026-07-28 and links to the live version.

Bill data from LegiScan (CC BY 4.0), Congress.gov and OpenStates. Analysis and scoring are Obillerate's own. Scores are editorial 
opinion, not legal advice — always read the official text before acting. Found an error? www.obillerate.com/corrections
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C O N T E N T S

10 worst, 10 best
T H E  W O R S T  —  L O W E S T  S C O R I N G

2/10 H4723 The Lawsuits Sellers Bill — South Carolina bill blocks most lawsuits against gun sellers

3/10 H4732 The Insurance Claims Bill — Car insurance claims must go through arbitration with new fees

3/10 H3638 The Medical Care Bill — Parents must approve most medical care for minors

3/10 S0242 The Health Care Bill — Parents must approve all health care for kids in SC

3/10 S0108 The Parents Credit Bill — Parents get $3,000 tax credit for private or home schooling

5/10 S0867 The Data Center Bill — New act aims to boost data center growth in South Carolina

5/10 S0902 The Data Centers Bill — South Carolina adds permits for big data centers

5/10 H3729 The Liability Insurance Bill — Boaters must buy $50k liability insurance in South Carolina

5/10 H3843 The Organize Education Bill — New bill aims to organize education funding rules in South Carolina

5/10 S0026 The Liability Insurance Bill — Boaters over 70 hp must buy $50k liability insurance

T H E  B E S T  —  H I G H E S T  S C O R I N G

9/10 H3232 The Renters Rights Bill — South Carolina renters get new rights for mold in homes

9/10 H4603 The Fair Wage Bill — South Carolina helps small businesses pay workers a fair wage

9/10 H5253 The Student Data Bill — Parents get say over school AI, student data protected

9/10 S0215 The Unfair Auto Bill — New bill aims to stop unfair auto insurance pricing

9/10 S0149 The Justice System Bill — South Carolina bill gives kids more rights in justice system

8/10 H3257 The Insurers Coverage Bill — South Carolina bans insurers from using DNA to deny coverage

8/10 H3160 The Discrimination Race Bill — South Carolina moves to ban housing discrimination by race

8/10 H4562 The Faster Clearer Bill — Patients get faster, clearer approvals for treatments in South Carolina

8/10 H4972 The Health Insurance Bill — Scalp cooling must be covered by health insurance in SC

8/10 S0393 The Volunteer Optometrists Bill — Volunteer optometrists can treat uninsured patients in South 

Carolina
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OBILLERATE

O B I L L E R A T E ' S  T A K E  ·  W O R S T  1  O F  1 0

The Lawsuits Sellers Bill
South Carolina bill blocks most lawsuits against gun sellers
SC H4723 · Immunity & Accountability

2/10
OBLITERATE
Hurts everyday people

1 · hurts you helps you · 10

W H AT  T H I S  M E A N S  F O R  Y O U

Citizens could lose the ability to hold gun sellers accountable when a weapon is unsafe or used wrongly, while 
the industry keeps its protections and profits. The bill limits lawsuits except in narrow cases, so victims may 
have fewer ways to get compensation.

W H Y  I T  S C O R E S  2 / 1 0  —  T H E  R E C E I P T S

Accountability (hurts) — Reduces ability to sue gun sellers.
Limits civil actions against dealers, manufacturers, and sellers

Rights & Protections (hurts) — Cuts right to sue.
Blocks most lawsuits unless narrow exceptions apply

Who Bears the Cost (hurts) — Costs shift to victims.
Victims may have to pay medical bills without recourse

Process Transparency (neutral) — No new public oversight.
Bill does not add reporting or oversight mechanisms

W H O ' S  B E H I N D  I T

Republican-sponsored (6R / 0D)
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T H E  B I L L  I T S E L F

Protection of Lawful Commerce in Arms Act
SC H4723 Introduced · recorded 2026-01-13

W H AT  I T  D O E S

The bill would stop most people in South Carolina from suing gun dealers, manufacturers, or sellers for 
injuries caused by their products.

W H O  I T ' S  W R I T T E N  F O R

Firearms industry

R E A D  I T  Y O U R S E L F

Official text (SC H4723) — https://www.scstatehouse.gov/billsearch.php?billnumbers=4723&session=126&summary=B

LegiScan — H4723 — https://legiscan.com/SC/bill/H4723/2025

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/sc-h4723-059834

Y O U R  N O T E S
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OBILLERATE

O B I L L E R A T E ' S  T A K E  ·  W O R S T  2  O F  1 0

The Insurance Claims Bill
Car insurance claims must go through arbitration with new fees
SC H4732 · Your Right to Sue

3/10
OBLITERATE
Hurts everyday people

1 · hurts you helps you · 10

W H AT  T H I S  M E A N S  F O R  Y O U

Consumers should watch this bill because it could make suing for car damage more expensive and push more 
cases into a private arbitration system that favors insurers.

W H Y  I T  S C O R E S  3 / 1 0  —  T H E  R E C E I P T S

Accountability (hurts) — Arbitration limits court oversight.
Arbitrator decisions become evidence, reducing court review

Rights & Protections (hurts) — Limits right to sue.
Pushes disputes to arbitration, adds fees

Who Bears the Cost (hurts) — Costs shift to claimants.
Filing fee and service fees paid by claimant

Process Transparency (hurts) — Arbitration less open.
Arbitrators selected by rotation, not public

W H O ' S  B E H I N D  I T

Bipartisan sponsorship (1R / 2D)
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T H E  B I L L  I T S E L F

Autobomobile insurance arbitration
SC H4732 Introduced · recorded 2026-01-13

W H AT  I T  D O E S

Drivers will have to pay a small filing fee and may face higher arbitration costs when suing insurers over car 
damage.

W H O  I T ' S  W R I T T E N  F O R

Insurers

R E A D  I T  Y O U R S E L F

Official text (SC H4732) — https://www.scstatehouse.gov/billsearch.php?billnumbers=4732&session=126&summary=B

LegiScan — H4732 — https://legiscan.com/SC/bill/H4732/2025

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/sc-h4732-059926

Y O U R  N O T E S
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OBILLERATE

O B I L L E R A T E ' S  T A K E  ·  W O R S T  3  O F  1 0

The Medical Care Bill
Parents must approve most medical care for minors
SC H3638 · Healthcare & Insurance

3/10
OBLITERATE
Hurts everyday people

1 · hurts you helps you · 10

W H AT  T H I S  M E A N S  F O R  Y O U

Parents will gain more power over their children's health, but minors could lose access to care they need 
quickly, and doctors may face costly lawsuits that could raise prices for everyone.

W H Y  I T  S C O R E S  3 / 1 0  —  T H E  R E C E I P T S

Accountability (helps) — Adds parental lawsuits for violations.
Providers can be held liable for skipping parental consent

Rights & Protections (hurts) — Limits minors' ability to consent.
Reduces autonomy for youths 16 and older

Who Bears the Cost (hurts) — Potential litigation costs for providers.
May increase health�care costs for patients

Process Transparency (neutral) — No new transparency measures.
Bill does not change how decisions are disclosed

W H O ' S  B E H I N D  I T

Republican-sponsored (26R / 0D)
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T H E  B I L L  I T S E L F

Parental rights
SC H3638 Introduced · recorded 2025-01-14

W H AT  I T  D O E S

The bill would let parents control all health decisions for kids and let them sue providers who treat a child 
without their permission.

W H O  I T ' S  W R I T T E N  F O R

Everyday People

R E A D  I T  Y O U R S E L F

Official text (SC H3638) — https://www.scstatehouse.gov/billsearch.php?billnumbers=3638&session=126&summary=B

LegiScan — H3638 — https://legiscan.com/SC/bill/H3638/2025

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/sc-h3638-896580

Y O U R  N O T E S
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OBILLERATE

O B I L L E R A T E ' S  T A K E  ·  W O R S T  4  O F  1 0

The Health Care Bill
Parents must approve all health care for kids in SC
SC S0242 · Healthcare & Insurance

3/10
OBLITERATE
Hurts everyday people

1 · hurts you helps you · 10

W H AT  T H I S  M E A N S  F O R  Y O U

The bill would shift health decisions from teens to parents, cutting teens' access to confidential care and 
making it harder for them to get needed services without a parent’s OK.

W H Y  I T  S C O R E S  3 / 1 0  —  T H E  R E C E I P T S

Accountability (neutral) — neutral.
Parents gain a new right to sue, but minors lose their own ability to sue for health…

Rights & Protections (hurts) — negative.
Reduces minors' right to consent to their own health care, limiting their autonomy.

Who Bears the Cost (neutral) — neutral.
No clear shift of financial burden is created by the bill.

Process Transparency (neutral) — neutral.
The bill adds a claim process but does not change overall transparency of health…

W H O ' S  B E H I N D  I T

Republican-sponsored (3R / 0D)
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T H E  B I L L  I T S E L F

Parental Right to Dictate Health of Minor
SC S0242 Introduced · recorded 2025-01-16

W H AT  I T  D O E S

Parents would have to give permission for any medical treatment their children receive, limiting teens' ability 
to get care on their own.

W H O  I T ' S  W R I T T E N  F O R

Everyday People

R E A D  I T  Y O U R S E L F

Official text (SC S0242) — https://www.scstatehouse.gov/billsearch.php?billnumbers=0242&session=126&summary=B

LegiScan — S0242 — https://legiscan.com/SC/bill/S0242/2025

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/sc-s0242-923634

Y O U R  N O T E S
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OBILLERATE

O B I L L E R A T E ' S  T A K E  ·  W O R S T  5  O F  1 0

The Parents Credit Bill
Parents get $3,000 tax credit for private or home schooling
SC S0108 · Money & Damages

3/10
OBLITERATE
Hurts everyday people

1 · hurts you helps you · 10

W H AT  T H I S  M E A N S  F O R  Y O U

Supporters say it helps parents choose the best learning for their kids, but critics warn it takes money away 
from public schools and helps wealthier families afford private options.

W H Y  I T  S C O R E S  3 / 1 0  —  T H E  R E C E I P T S

Accountability (neutral) — .
Bill adds credit but does not change oversight of schools.

Rights & Protections (hurts) — .
Provides a benefit only to those who leave public schools, reducing equal support.

Who Bears the Cost (hurts) — .
Tax credit reduces state revenue, shifting cost to all taxpayers.

Process Transparency (neutral) — .
Credit claimed via standard tax form; no new secret process.

W H O ' S  B E H I N D  I T

Republican-sponsored (1R / 0D)
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T H E  B I L L  I T S E L F

Income tax credit
SC S0108 Introduced · recorded 2025-01-14

W H AT  I T  D O E S

Families who pull their kids out of public schools could claim a refundable $3,000 tax credit per child.

W H O  I T ' S  W R I T T E N  F O R

Private schools

R E A D  I T  Y O U R S E L F

Official text (SC S0108) — https://www.scstatehouse.gov/billsearch.php?billnumbers=0108&session=126&summary=B

LegiScan — S0108 — https://legiscan.com/SC/bill/S0108/2025

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/sc-s0108-896209

Y O U R  N O T E S
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OBILLERATE

O B I L L E R A T E ' S  T A K E  ·  W O R S T  6  O F  1 0

The Data Center Bill
New act aims to boost data center growth in South Carolina
SC S0867 · Consumer Protection

5/10
TOLERATE
Mixed — some good, some bad

1 · hurts you helps you · 10

W H AT  T H I S  M E A N S  F O R  Y O U

If this bill passes, it might make it easier for big data centers to open, but it could also mean higher costs for 
everyone else. It's important to speak up now to make sure our needs are considered.

W H Y  I T  S C O R E S  5 / 1 0  —  T H E  R E C E I P T S

Accountability (hurts) — Less strict enforcement for two years..
The bill prioritizes guidance over enforcement, which may reduce accountability.

Rights & Protections (hurts) — Potential cost shifts to consumers..
The bill could lead to higher utility costs for regular people.

Who Bears the Cost (hurts) — Costs may be passed to everyday people..
Data centers may benefit from lower costs while consumers pay more.

F O L L O W  T H E  M O N E Y

Pushing for it: Data centers
Bearing the cost: Consumers

W H O ' S  B E H I N D  I T

Bipartisan sponsorship (7R / 3D)
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T H E  B I L L  I T S E L F

Data Center Development
SC S0867 Introduced · recorded 2026-01-29

W H AT  I T  D O E S

This bill would help data centers set up more easily, but could shift costs to regular people.

W H O  I T ' S  W R I T T E N  F O R

Big Business

R E A D  I T  Y O U R S E L F

Official text (SC S0867) — https://www.scstatehouse.gov/billsearch.php?billnumbers=0867&session=126&summary=B

LegiScan — S0867 — https://legiscan.com/SC/bill/S0867/2025

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/sc-s0867-101843

Y O U R  N O T E S
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OBILLERATE

O B I L L E R A T E ' S  T A K E  ·  W O R S T  7  O F  1 0

The Data Centers Bill
South Carolina adds permits for big data centers
SC S0902 · Consumer Protection

5/10
TOLERATE
Mixed — some good, some bad

1 · hurts you helps you · 10

W H AT  T H I S  M E A N S  F O R  Y O U

If passed, the state will watch over data center projects, protect water and neighborhoods, and decide who 
pays for extra power, but it could add costs for utilities and possibly raise rates for everyday customers.

W H Y  I T  S C O R E S  5 / 1 0  —  T H E  R E C E I P T S

Accountability (helps) — Adds oversight by state commission.
Certification process creates accountability for data center operators

Rights & Protections (helps) — Environmental and noise protections.
Sets water efficiency, noise, vibration, and light standards

Who Bears the Cost (hurts) — Costs may shift to utilities or consumers.
Cost allocation methodology could raise utility rates

Process Transparency (helps) — Public hearings and records required.
Certification proceedings must be recorded and made public

W H O ' S  B E H I N D  I T

Bipartisan sponsorship (1R / 1D)
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T H E  B I L L  I T S E L F

Data Centers
SC S0902 Introduced · recorded 2026-02-10

W H AT  I T  D O E S

The bill would require data centers to get a state certificate and meet water, noise, and environmental rules 
before they can operate.

W H O  I T ' S  W R I T T E N  F O R

Data centers

R E A D  I T  Y O U R S E L F

Official text (SC S0902) — https://www.scstatehouse.gov/billsearch.php?billnumbers=0902&session=126&summary=B

LegiScan — S0902 — https://legiscan.com/SC/bill/S0902/2025

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/sc-s0902-113185

Y O U R  N O T E S
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OBILLERATE

O B I L L E R A T E ' S  T A K E  ·  W O R S T  8  O F  1 0

The Liability Insurance Bill
Boaters must buy $50k liability insurance in South Carolina
SC H3729 · Money & Damages

5/10
TOLERATE
Mixed — some good, some bad

1 · hurts you helps you · 10

W H AT  T H I S  M E A N S  F O R  Y O U

The bill would protect people on the water by making sure boat owners can pay damages, but it also adds a 
new cost for boat owners and could punish them harshly if they forget to keep insurance.

W H Y  I T  S C O R E S  5 / 1 0  —  T H E  R E C E I P T S

Accountability (helps) — Holds boat owners responsible for coverage.
Owners must prove insurance, creating accountability for damages.

Rights & Protections (helps) — Protects third�party victims.
Ensures victims can be compensated if a boat causes injury or property loss.

Who Bears the Cost (hurts) — Shifts cost to boat owners.
Owners must pay for insurance they previously may not have needed.

Process Transparency (neutral) — Limited reporting requirements.
Insurers are not required to report lapses, reducing transparency.

W H O ' S  B E H I N D  I T

Republican-sponsored (2R / 0D)
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T H E  B I L L  I T S E L F

Watercraft
SC H3729 Introduced · recorded 2025-01-15

W H AT  I T  D O E S

Owners of boats 16 feet or longer must carry at least $50,000 liability insurance, or face fines and possible jail.

W H O  I T ' S  W R I T T E N  F O R

Everyday People

R E A D  I T  Y O U R S E L F

Official text (SC H3729) — https://www.scstatehouse.gov/billsearch.php?billnumbers=3729&session=126&summary=B

LegiScan — H3729 — https://legiscan.com/SC/bill/H3729/2025

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/sc-h3729-921091

Y O U R  N O T E S
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OBILLERATE

O B I L L E R A T E ' S  T A K E  ·  W O R S T  9  O F  1 0

The Organize Education Bill
New bill aims to organize education funding rules in South Carolina
SC H3843 · Money & Damages

5/10
TOLERATE
Mixed — some good, some bad

1 · hurts you helps you · 10

W H AT  T H I S  M E A N S  F O R  Y O U

If this bill passes, it could make it easier for schools to understand how to use their money. This is important 
because schools need clear rules to help students learn better. Now is the time to pay attention to this bill.

W H Y  I T  S C O R E S  5 / 1 0  —  T H E  R E C E I P T S

Accountability (neutral) — Organizes existing funding rules..
The bill codifies existing provisions, which may improve accountability.

Rights & Protections (neutral) — No direct impact on rights..
The bill does not directly affect individual rights.

Who Bears the Cost (neutral) — Funding sources remain unclear..
It is unknown how this bill will affect funding sources.

Process Transparency (neutral) — May improve transparency in funding..
Organizing rules could lead to better transparency in how funds are allocated.

W H O ' S  B E H I N D  I T

Republican-sponsored (1R / 0D)

H O W  T H E Y  V O T E D

House · 2025-02-20 — passed
Yes 76R/28D · No 0R/0D
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T H E  B I L L  I T S E L F

Budget Proviso Codification Act
SC H3843 Engrossed · recorded 2025-02-21

W H AT  I T  D O E S

This bill would organize rules about how money is spent on education in South Carolina, which might help 
schools get the funding they need.

W H O  I T ' S  W R I T T E N  F O R

R E A D  I T  Y O U R S E L F

Official text (SC H3843) — https://www.scstatehouse.gov/billsearch.php?billnumbers=3843&session=126&summary=B

LegiScan — H3843 — https://legiscan.com/SC/bill/H3843/2025

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/sc-h3843-948399

Y O U R  N O T E S
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OBILLERATE

O B I L L E R A T E ' S  T A K E  ·  W O R S T  1 0  O F  1 0

The Liability Insurance Bill
Boaters over 70 hp must buy $50k liability insurance
SC S0026 · Money & Damages

5/10
TOLERATE
Mixed — some good, some bad

1 · hurts you helps you · 10

W H AT  T H I S  M E A N S  F O R  Y O U

The bill makes boat owners pay for insurance, protecting others from unpaid damages, but adds a new cost 
and penalty, so voters should weigh safety versus expense now.

W H Y  I T  S C O R E S  5 / 1 0  —  T H E  R E C E I P T S

Accountability (helps) — adds misdemeanor penalties.
creates a criminal charge for operating an uninsured boat

Rights & Protections (helps) — protects victims.
ensures injured parties can collect from insurance

Who Bears the Cost (hurts) — cost shifted to boat owners.
owners must purchase liability insurance

Process Transparency (neutral) — neutral on transparency.
requires proof of insurance but does not force insurers to report lapses

W H O ' S  B E H I N D  I T

Democrat-sponsored (0R / 1D)

H O W  T H E Y  V O T E D

Senate · 2026-02-03 — passed
Yes 14R/10D · No 18R/1D
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T H E  B I L L  I T S E L F

Watercraft Liability Insurance
SC S0026 Introduced · recorded 2025-01-14

W H AT  I T  D O E S

Owners of boats bigger than 70 horsepower in South Carolina would have to carry at least $50,000 liability 
insurance or face fines and possible jail.

W H O  I T ' S  W R I T T E N  F O R

Everyday People

R E A D  I T  Y O U R S E L F

Official text (SC S0026) — https://www.scstatehouse.gov/billsearch.php?billnumbers=0026&session=126&summary=B

LegiScan — S0026 — https://legiscan.com/SC/bill/S0026/2025

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/sc-s0026-896171

Y O U R  N O T E S
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OBILLERATE

O B I L L E R A T E ' S  T A K E  ·  B E S T  1  O F  1 0

The Renters Rights Bill
South Carolina renters get new rights for mold in homes
SC H3232 · Housing & Property

9/10
LIBERATE
Helps everyday people

1 · hurts you helps you · 10

W H AT  T H I S  M E A N S  F O R  Y O U

This bill is a big step for renters in South Carolina. It would make landlords responsible for keeping homes 
free of mold and give renters clear steps to take if mold appears and makes them sick. For a long time, renters 
have struggled with mold issues that can cause health problems, and it has been hard to get landlords to fix 
them. This bill would set clear rules, like making landlords tell you about mold before you move in…

W H Y  I T  S C O R E S  9 / 1 0  —  T H E  R E C E I P T S

Accountability (helps) — Landlords would be more accountable for mold issues..
The bill would make landlords responsible for preventing mold and fixing it if it affects…

Rights & Protections (helps) — Tenants would gain new protections against mold..
Tenants would get remedies for mold, landlords would have to disclose mold, and landlords…

Who Bears the Cost (helps) — Landlords would generally bear the cost of mold remediation..
The landlord would pay all costs of mold remediation unless the mold is a result of the…

Process Transparency (neutral) — No direct impact on process transparency..
The bill focuses on landlord and tenant obligations and remedies, not legislative process…

F O L L O W  T H E  M O N E Y

Pushing for it: Renters, by providing safer housing and clear remedies.
Bearing the cost: Landlords, due to new maintenance obligations and potential remediation costs.

W H O ' S  B E H I N D  I T

Democrat-sponsored (0R / 2D)
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T H E  B I L L  I T S E L F

Residential rental property
SC H3232 Introduced · recorded 2025-01-14

W H AT  I T  D O E S

This bill would give renters new ways to deal with mold in their homes, making landlords fix it or let tenants 
move safely.

W H O  I T ' S  W R I T T E N  F O R

Everyday People

R E A D  I T  Y O U R S E L F

Official text (SC H3232) — https://www.scstatehouse.gov/billsearch.php?billnumbers=3232&session=126&summary=B

LegiScan — H3232 — https://legiscan.com/SC/bill/H3232/2025

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/sc-h3232-895322

Y O U R  N O T E S
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OBILLERATE

O B I L L E R A T E ' S  T A K E  ·  B E S T  2  O F  1 0

The Fair Wage Bill
South Carolina helps small businesses pay workers a fair wage
SC H4603 · Work & Wages

9/10
LIBERATE
Helps everyday people

1 · hurts you helps you · 10

W H AT  T H I S  M E A N S  F O R  Y O U

This bill is good for regular people because it would help them earn more money. It would give a special tax 
break to small businesses that choose to pay their workers a 'livable wage,' which is enough money to cover 
basic needs. This means more money in workers' pockets without making it a rule that businesses must pay 
more. Businesses would get help for up to four years to adjust to paying higher wages. Some might say this…

W H Y  I T  S C O R E S  9 / 1 0  —  T H E  R E C E I P T S

Accountability (helps) — Businesses must meet conditions to get the tax credit..
Qualified employers must pay livable wages, maintain headcount, and submit payroll…

Rights & Protections (helps) — Encourages businesses to pay workers a living wage..
The bill aims to help nonexempt employees earn a livable wage, which would improve their…

Who Bears the Cost (hurts) — State tax revenue would fund the credit..
The tax credit would reduce the amount of income or payroll taxes collected by the state…

Process Transparency (neutral) — The state would report on the program, but not individual business data..
The Department of Revenue would publish an annual summary report on the number of…

F O L L O W  T H E  M O N E Y

Pushing for it: Small businesses and their employees
Bearing the cost: South Carolina state tax revenue

W H O ' S  B E H I N D  I T

Bipartisan sponsorship (1R / 2D)
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T H E  B I L L  I T S E L F

Small Business Livable Wage Tax Credit Act
SC H4603 Introduced · recorded 2026-01-13

W H AT  I T  D O E S

This bill would give money back to small businesses in South Carolina if they pay their workers a fair, living 
wage, helping workers earn more.

W H O  I T ' S  W R I T T E N  F O R

Workers

R E A D  I T  Y O U R S E L F

Official text (SC H4603) — https://www.scstatehouse.gov/billsearch.php?billnumbers=4603&session=126&summary=B

LegiScan — H4603 — https://legiscan.com/SC/bill/H4603/2025

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/sc-h4603-059963

Y O U R  N O T E S
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OBILLERATE

O B I L L E R A T E ' S  T A K E  ·  B E S T  3  O F  1 0

The Student Data Bill
Parents get say over school AI, student data protected
SC H5253 · Privacy & Data

9/10
LIBERATE
Helps everyday people

1 · hurts you helps you · 10

W H AT  T H I S  M E A N S  F O R  Y O U

This bill would give parents more control over how schools use new computer brains, called AI, with their 
children. It would make sure teachers are still in charge of lessons and grades, and that student information 
is kept private. Without this bill, schools might use AI tools that collect a lot of student facts or even make big 
choices about kids without parents knowing or agreeing. Some people might say these rules make it…

W H Y  I T  S C O R E S  9 / 1 0  —  T H E  R E C E I P T S

Accountability (helps) — Stronger oversight.
School entities and vendors would face penalties for violations, and parents could seek…

Rights & Protections (helps) — Boosts student and parent rights.
Requires opt-in parental consent for AI use, protects student data, and ensures human…

Who Bears the Cost (neutral) — Compliance costs for schools.
Schools would need to develop policies and ensure compliance, which may incur…

Process Transparency (helps) — Increases transparency.
Schools would have to publicly identify AI tools and provide annual disclosures to…

F O L L O W  T H E  M O N E Y

Pushing for it: Students and parents
Bearing the cost: Schools or AI vendors

W H O ' S  B E H I N D  I T

Republican-sponsored (2R / 0D)
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T H E  B I L L  I T S E L F

Ai in education
SC H5253 Introduced · recorded 2026-02-24

W H AT  I T  D O E S

This bill would make schools ask parents before using AI with kids and keep student information safe, so 
parents stay in charge.

W H O  I T ' S  W R I T T E N  F O R

Everyday People

R E A D  I T  Y O U R S E L F

Official text (SC H5253) — https://www.scstatehouse.gov/billsearch.php?billnumbers=5253&session=126&summary=B

LegiScan — H5253 — https://legiscan.com/SC/bill/H5253/2025

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/sc-h5253-123107

Y O U R  N O T E S
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OBILLERATE

O B I L L E R A T E ' S  T A K E  ·  B E S T  4  O F  1 0

The Unfair Auto Bill
New bill aims to stop unfair auto insurance pricing
SC S0215 · Consumer Protection

9/10
LIBERATE
Helps everyday people

1 · hurts you helps you · 10

W H AT  T H I S  M E A N S  F O R  Y O U

If this bill passes, many people could save money on their car insurance. Now is the time to support it and 
make sure everyone pays a fair price.

W H Y  I T  S C O R E S  9 / 1 0  —  T H E  R E C E I P T S

Accountability (helps) — Improves fairness in insurance pricing.
Stops unfair discrimination based on credit scores

Rights & Protections (helps) — Protects consumers from unfair practices.
Ensures fair treatment in insurance coverage

Who Bears the Cost (helps) — Shifts costs to insurers.
Insurers must find other ways to set rates

Process Transparency (neutral) — No significant changes to transparency.
Does not affect how insurers operate overall

W H O ' S  B E H I N D  I T

Republican-sponsored (1R / 0D)
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T H E  B I L L  I T S E L F

Auto insurance
SC S0215 Introduced · recorded 2025-01-15

W H AT  I T  D O E S

This bill would stop insurance companies from using credit scores to set car insurance prices, helping people 
pay fairer rates.

W H O  I T ' S  W R I T T E N  F O R

Everyday People

R E A D  I T  Y O U R S E L F

Official text (SC S0215) — https://www.scstatehouse.gov/billsearch.php?billnumbers=0215&session=126&summary=B

LegiScan — S0215 — https://legiscan.com/SC/bill/S0215/2025

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/sc-s0215-920860

Y O U R  N O T E S
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OBILLERATE

O B I L L E R A T E ' S  T A K E  ·  B E S T  5  O F  1 0

The Justice System Bill
South Carolina bill gives kids more rights in justice system
SC S0149 · Criminal Justice

9/10
LIBERATE
Helps everyday people

1 · hurts you helps you · 10

W H AT  T H I S  M E A N S  F O R  Y O U

This bill is a big step forward for children in South Carolina who get into trouble. It would make sure kids have 
a lawyer when police question them and stop the use of solitary confinement. Instead of sending kids to jail, 
the bill wants to help them with programs in their community for school, mental health, and other needs. It 
would also make it easier for kids to get their records cleared later on. Some people might worry…

W H Y  I T  S C O R E S  9 / 1 0  —  T H E  R E C E I P T S

Accountability (helps) — The bill requires more data reporting and structured decision-making, making the 
juvenile justice system more transparent and accountable for its actions..
Amends Section 63-19-340 to require specific statistics in annual reports. Requires the…

Rights & Protections (helps) — Establishes a 'Children's Bill of Rights,' ensures legal counsel for young children, 
and bans solitary confinement..
Adds Article 2 to Chapter 19, Title 63, to establish the 'Children's Bill of Rights.'…

Who Bears the Cost (helps) — Limits fees and restitution for children, shifting financial burdens away from 
families..
Adds Section 63-19-1050 to prohibit charging a fee to a child as a condition of diversion…

Process Transparency (helps) — Requires better data collection and clear decision-making tools for juvenile 
justice processes..
Amends Section 63-19-340 to provide that the report must include specific statistics…

F O L L O W  T H E  M O N E Y

Pushing for it: Community intervention programs, children, and families
Bearing the cost: Department of Juvenile Justice (from reduced out-of-home placements)

W H O ' S  B E H I N D  I T

Democrat-sponsored (0R / 1D)
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T H E  B I L L  I T S E L F

S.C. Juvenile Justice Reform Act
SC S0149 Introduced · recorded 2025-01-14

W H AT  I T  D O E S

This bill would give children more rights in court, help them get treatment instead of jail, and make the justice 
system fairer for young people.

W H O  I T ' S  W R I T T E N  F O R

Everyday People

R E A D  I T  Y O U R S E L F

Official text (SC S0149) — https://www.scstatehouse.gov/billsearch.php?billnumbers=0149&session=126&summary=B

LegiScan — S0149 — https://legiscan.com/SC/bill/S0149/2025

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/sc-s0149-896030

Y O U R  N O T E S

OBILLERATE  · South Carolina Bill Book 2026 · the record · www.obillerate.com SC S0149 · 33

https://www.scstatehouse.gov/billsearch.php?billnumbers=0149&session=126&summary=B
https://legiscan.com/SC/bill/S0149/2025
https://www.obillerate.com/bill/sc-s0149-896030


OBILLERATE

O B I L L E R A T E ' S  T A K E  ·  B E S T  6  O F  1 0

The Insurers Coverage Bill
South Carolina bans insurers from using DNA to deny coverage
SC H3257 · Healthcare & Insurance

8/10
LIBERATE
Helps everyday people

1 · hurts you helps you · 10

W H AT  T H I S  M E A N S  F O R  Y O U

Consumers will keep their right to get life, health, disability, or long�term care insurance without fear that a 
DNA test will make it more expensive or unavailable; insurers lose a tool they could use to charge higher rates.

W H Y  I T  S C O R E S  8 / 1 0  —  T H E  R E C E I P T S

Accountability (helps) — Adds clear rules on insurer behavior.
Insurers must get written consent before using genetic data.

Rights & Protections (helps) — Strengthens consumer protections.
Prevents denial or higher premiums based on DNA.

Who Bears the Cost (neutral) — No new funding or cost shift.
Bill does not create new fees or subsidies.

Process Transparency (neutral) — Standard legislative process.
Bill is still in committee stage.

W H O ' S  B E H I N D  I T

Republican-sponsored (4R / 0D)
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T H E  B I L L  I T S E L F

Genetic protections in insurance policies
SC H3257 Introduced · recorded 2025-01-14

W H AT  I T  D O E S

Insurers in South Carolina could not cancel, limit, or raise premiums because of a person's genetic test results.

W H O  I T ' S  W R I T T E N  F O R

Everyday People

R E A D  I T  Y O U R S E L F

Official text (SC H3257) — https://www.scstatehouse.gov/billsearch.php?billnumbers=3257&session=126&summary=B

LegiScan — H3257 — https://legiscan.com/SC/bill/H3257/2025

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/sc-h3257-895207

Y O U R  N O T E S
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OBILLERATE

O B I L L E R A T E ' S  T A K E  ·  B E S T  7  O F  1 0

The Discrimination Race Bill
South Carolina moves to ban housing discrimination by race
SC H3160 · Consumer Protection

8/10
LIBERATE
Helps everyday people

1 · hurts you helps you · 10

W H AT  T H I S  M E A N S  F O R  Y O U

If the act passes, you could sue anyone who blocks you from renting a house, buying a product, attending 
school, or getting a job because of your race or skin color. The state would have a tool to chase down unfair 
treatment. This is a good time to speak up before the bill closes committee.

W H Y  I T  S C O R E S  8 / 1 0  —  T H E  R E C E I P T S

Accountability (helps) — Creates clear legal standards and enforcement for discrimination..
Adds civil remedies and the ability to sue for bias.

Rights & Protections (helps) — Broadens protected classes and clarifies definitions..
Extends anti�discrimination rules to housing, public places, schools and jobs.

Who Bears the Cost (neutral) — No new funding or fees are created..
Costs are limited to normal court expenses.

Process Transparency (neutral) — Bill does not change procedural rules..
No special reporting or oversight mechanisms added.

W H O ' S  B E H I N D  I T

Democrat-sponsored (0R / 1D)
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T H E  B I L L  I T S E L F

Uniform Antidiscrimination Act
SC H3160 Introduced · recorded 2025-01-14

W H AT  I T  D O E S

The bill would make it illegal to refuse housing, services, school or jobs because of race, color or national 
origin, letting people sue if they face such bias.

W H O  I T ' S  W R I T T E N  F O R

Everyday People

R E A D  I T  Y O U R S E L F

Official text (SC H3160) — https://www.scstatehouse.gov/billsearch.php?billnumbers=3160&session=126&summary=B

LegiScan — H3160 — https://legiscan.com/SC/bill/H3160/2025

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/sc-h3160-895596

Y O U R  N O T E S
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OBILLERATE

O B I L L E R A T E ' S  T A K E  ·  B E S T  8  O F  1 0

The Faster Clearer Bill
Patients get faster, clearer approvals for treatments in South Carolina
SC H4562 · Healthcare & Insurance

8/10
LIBERATE
Helps everyday people

1 · hurts you helps you · 10

W H AT  T H I S  M E A N S  F O R  Y O U

The bill could make it easier for South Carolinians to get needed medicines without long waits or surprise drug 
changes, but insurers may push back, so advocates need to push now while it’s still just a proposal.

W H Y  I T  S C O R E S  8 / 1 0  —  T H E  R E C E I P T S

Accountability (helps) — Increases insurer reporting and oversight.
Requires filings on approval and denial rates

Rights & Protections (helps) — Adds patient protections.
Limits ongoing prior�authorization for chronic patients and bans drug switches

Who Bears the Cost (neutral) — Cost impact falls on insurers, not consumers.
Insurers must pay for services once authorized

Process Transparency (helps) — Mandates clear timelines and reporting.
Sets timelines and requires transparent prior�authorization process

W H O ' S  B E H I N D  I T

Republican-sponsored (8R / 0D)
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T H E  B I L L  I T S E L F

Healthcare Services
SC H4562 Introduced · recorded 2025-05-08

W H AT  I T  D O E S

The bill would force insurers to be more open about prior�authorization decisions, set faster timelines, and 
stop switching drugs, helping patients get needed care quicker.

W H O  I T ' S  W R I T T E N  F O R

Everyday People

R E A D  I T  Y O U R S E L F

Official text (SC H4562) — https://www.scstatehouse.gov/billsearch.php?billnumbers=4562&session=126&summary=B

LegiScan — H4562 — https://legiscan.com/SC/bill/H4562/2025

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/sc-h4562-029749

Y O U R  N O T E S
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OBILLERATE

O B I L L E R A T E ' S  T A K E  ·  B E S T  9  O F  1 0

The Health Insurance Bill
Scalp cooling must be covered by health insurance in SC
SC H4972 · Healthcare & Insurance

8/10
LIBERATE
Helps everyday people

1 · hurts you helps you · 10

W H AT  T H I S  M E A N S  F O R  Y O U

Passing this bill means cancer patients can keep their hair during chemo without paying extra, and clinics 
must have the cooling system for anyone who needs it, easing the emotional toll on families.

W H Y  I T  S C O R E S  8 / 1 0  —  T H E  R E C E I P T S

Accountability (helps) — adds insurer and facility accountability.
requires insurers to cover and notify, facilities must offer to receive payment

Rights & Protections (helps) — expands patient coverage rights.
mandates coverage for scalp cooling and requires notice

Who Bears the Cost (helps) — cost stays with insurers, not patients.
coverage subject to usual deductibles but no extra out�of�pocket

Process Transparency (helps) — requires insurer notice.
insurers must inform policyholders that scalp cooling is covered

W H O ' S  B E H I N D  I T

Bipartisan sponsorship (6R / 20D)
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T H E  B I L L  I T S E L F

Insurance Coverage for Cold Cap and Scalp Cooling Systems
SC H4972 Introduced · recorded 2026-01-15

W H AT  I T  D O E S

The bill would force insurers to pay for scalp�cooling devices and services, and require chemo centers to offer 
them to all eligible patients.

W H O  I T ' S  W R I T T E N  F O R

Everyday People

R E A D  I T  Y O U R S E L F

Official text (SC H4972) — https://www.scstatehouse.gov/billsearch.php?billnumbers=4972&session=126&summary=B

LegiScan — H4972 — https://legiscan.com/SC/bill/H4972/2025

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/sc-h4972-082039

Y O U R  N O T E S
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OBILLERATE

O B I L L E R A T E ' S  T A K E  ·  B E S T  1 0  O F  1 0

The Volunteer Optometrists Bill
Volunteer optometrists can treat uninsured patients in South Carolina
SC S0393 · Healthcare & Insurance

8/10
LIBERATE
Helps everyday people

1 · hurts you helps you · 10

W H AT  T H I S  M E A N S  F O R  Y O U

Citizens could gain more free eye care for those who cannot afford it, while the state keeps oversight and 
protects volunteers from lawsuits; now is the time to support the bill before it stalls.

W H Y  I T  S C O R E S  8 / 1 0  —  T H E  R E C E I P T S

Accountability (helps) — Volunteer oversight and regular case review.
Adds supervision of volunteer optometrists by licensed optometrists.

Rights & Protections (helps) — Liability immunity for volunteers.
Includes volunteer optometrists in existing malpractice immunity provisions.

Who Bears the Cost (neutral) — No new taxpayer funding required.
Volunteer services are unpaid; no direct cost shift to consumers.

Process Transparency (neutral) — Standard licensing process.
Uses existing board procedures for issuing and renewing licenses.

W H O ' S  B E H I N D  I T

Bipartisan sponsorship (11R / 5D)

OBILLERATE  · South Carolina Bill Book 2026 · our take · www.obillerate.com SC S0393 · 42



T H E  B I L L  I T S E L F

Optometrists
SC S0393 Introduced · recorded 2025-02-26

W H AT  I T  D O E S

The bill would let out�of�state optometrists work for free with uninsured patients, but they could not be paid 
and must be supervised.

W H O  I T ' S  W R I T T E N  F O R

Everyday People

R E A D  I T  Y O U R S E L F

Official text (SC S0393) — https://www.scstatehouse.gov/billsearch.php?billnumbers=0393&session=126&summary=B

LegiScan — S0393 — https://legiscan.com/SC/bill/S0393/2025

Live status, community verdicts and how your own reps voted — www.obillerate.com/bill/sc-s0393-984715

Y O U R  N O T E S
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Published by Obillerate, an independent nonpartisan watchdog that reads and scores 
every bill in Congress and all 50 states on a single question: does it help everyday people, 
or the interests behind it? Every score in this book shows its reasoning, and every page 
links to the official text so you can check us.

H O W  T O  C I T E  T H I S

Obillerate, “South Carolina Bill Book 2026” (2026-07-28). 
www.obillerate.com/library/2026/

W H AT  Y O U  M AY  D O  W I T H  I T

Read it, print it, and share it whole and unaltered — that is what it is for. Quote it with credit 
to Obillerate. What you may not do is republish the analysis as your own work, strip the 
attribution, or sell it. Underlying bill data comes from LegiScan (CC BY 4.0), Congress.gov 
and OpenStates; the scoring, the reasoning and the editorial judgement are Obillerate's own.

C O R R E C T I O N S

We get things wrong sometimes and fix them fast. www.obillerate.com/corrections
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